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1.

Is an unknown destination better than a known destination?

“Hashem said to Avraham, ‘go for yourself from your land, from your relatives, and from your
father’s house to the land that I will show you.” (12, 1)
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The Steipler (Berchas Peretz page 12) quotes the Berashis Raba that asks why Hashem didn’t
inform Avraham about the land where he was to travel to. One answer is this was done in order
to make the anticipation of the unknown location where Avraham would travel, dear to him.
Another answer is in order to increase Avraham’s reward by rewarding every utterance that
Avraham said. Rashi elaborates on this more and says we find a similar concept later in sefer
Berashis (22, 2). Hashem didn’t inform Avraham all of the details about akadas Yitzchok in
order to give Avraham more reward. Similarly, Hashem didn’t inform Avraham which mountain
he was going to in order to increase his reward. The same applies to Yona as well (sefer Yona
perek gimal pasuk beis). Hashem didn’t inform Yona all of the details of Ninvay in order to
increase his reward. The source of Rashi is a Berashis Raba (39, 9). Interestingly, Rashi changes
the language of the Medrash. The Medrash states that Hashem didn’t inform the location in order
to make it dear in the eyes of Avraham and to give him reward for each step. The Medrash
Tanchuma (siman gimal) explains that no one walks without having a destination. The
unawareness that Avraham had, gave him more reward.

A matter becomes dear to someone when he desires and searches after it. The more he
craves it, the dearer it will become. Torah that is learnt with a lot of happiness will be
remembered more than something that is done without happiness. Something that is
important will not be forgotten. Conversely, something that isn’t important will be
forgotten. This is the explanation of the first approach of Rashi. Avraham not knowing
where he was going made it dearer to him, thus increasing his reward.

Let’s now elaborate on the second approach which is in order to give him reward for each step. If
Hashem would have told Avraham where he would be going then his reward would have
decreased. Every step that Avraham took was in order to do the will of Hashem. Had Avraham
have known where he was going then every step that he would take would be because Hashem
said so, mixed with personal pleasure. Every step would have brought him more personal
pleasure because he would have been closer to his destination. The knowledge of being closer to
his destination would have brought him pleasure. This would have detracted from his reward.
This journey wouldn’t have been completely for the sake of heaven. Conversely, by going to an
unknown destination he would receive full reward. This journey was completely for the sake of
heaven.

2.



Being around a good environment

“Hashem said to Avraham, ‘go for yourself from your land, from your relatives, and from your
father’s house to the land that I will show you.” (12, 1)
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The Rabbenu Beihai discusses the incredibly important concept of being in a good environment.
The pasuk in Mishlay (13, 20) states “one who walks with the wise will grow wise, but the
companion of fools will be broken.” (.¥17> 2°2°0> 7y 0o 0om o°non NX 7217 T2) We must strive
to be around good people. We should try to be around talmiday chachamim. We should
distance ourselves from those who are bad influences on us. The explanation of “one who
walks with the wise” is, constantly. We must constantly follow the ways of the chachamim. We
should make them leaders and make ourselves secondary. One who does this will surely become
smart over time. One who spends time around a talmid chacham gains. Even so, the talmid
chacham doesn’t lose out. The reason for this is because the Torah is compared to a fire as stated
in Yirmiya (perek 23). When one lights a candle from another candle, the first candle still
remains aflame. The talmid chacham shares his Torah fire, without losing any for himself,
on the contrary, he will gain. The Medrash Mishlay (13) compares this to someone who
goes into a perfume store. Even if this customer didn’t buy anything, she will nevertheless
smell like perfume. The same applies to environments. We will get affected, either directly
or indirectly, or both, by the environment that we are in. We must therefore strive to be in
a good environment in order to get positively affected, rather than in a negative
environment and be negatively affected. This is why we must attach ourselves to talmiday
chachamim. If we are around fools then a loss will result. Conversely, if we are around talmiday
chachamim then a gain will result. This is why Dovid Hamelech starts sefer Tehilim by talking
about how important it is not to be with sinners. Shlomo Hamelech also starts sefer Mishlay (1,
8) this way. He instructs sons to listen to the mussar of their fathers. Shalomo says that children
will be more likely to listen to rebuke from their father if they don’t hang around sinners.
Avraham fulfilled the entire Torah even though it wasn’t given yet as related in mesechas Yuma
(28Db). Even so, he needed to be warned not to be around sinners. These sinners would prevent
him from serving Hashem properly. This is precisely why Hashem instructed him to relocate.
The Medrash Tanchuma (gimal) compares Avraham to a sealed bottle which smells good. This
bottle is closed and placed in a cemetery. This bottle should be removed from the cemetery and
opened up. Avraham therefore needed to leave the cemetery of sinners. Hashem commanded
Avraham to distance himself from these sinners in order not to get dirty. The Toras Chaim
explains that the pasuk could have simply stated 72, why does the pasuk state 77 75? The words
7> 7= are similar to the word %%, which means dirt. Meaning, Avraham had to relocate in
order that he wouldn’t get dirty from all of the spiritual filth that existed.

The Orachaim (12, 1) says that it is even preferable to dwell in a neighborhood that has lions
rather than in an area that has sinners. The Mishna in Avos (perek alef) states: distance yourself
from a bad neighbor; do not associate with a wicked person. (.yw1% 22nnn X1 ¥7 12wn prnn)
Rabbi Ovadia Bartenura explains that this is necessary in order that we will not learn from the
ways of wicked people. Furthermore, this is in order that we will not get punished when they get
punished. The source of this is an Avos D’Rebbi Noson (perek tes) that explains one of the




disadvantages of having a neighbor who is a wicked person. If his wall gets tzaras and therefore
has to get knocked down, then the tzadik will also get negatively affected.

The Brisa in Avos (perek vav) relates a fascinating story. Rabbi Yose ben Kisma said: Once |
was walking on the road, when a certain man met me. He greeted me and | returned his greeting.
He said to me, ‘Rabbi, from what place are you?’ I said to him, ‘I am from a great city of
scholars and sages.” He said to me. Rabbi would you willing to live with us in our place? I would
give you thousands of golden dinars, precious stones and pearls.’ I replied, ‘even if you were to
give me all the silver and gold, precious stones and pearls in the world, 1 would dwell nowhere
but in a place of Torah etc. Furthermore, when a man departs from this world, neither silver, nor
gold, nor precious stones nor pearls escort him, but only Torah study and good deeds.” ( 27 X
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(See Vezos Haberachah 2015)

What is the explanation of this Rabbeinu Beihai? Does Avraham, the founder of
monotheism really need to worry about being negatively influenced by others? Yes! Rabbi
Shimshon Pinkes (Tiferes Shimshon pages 134-136) elaborates on the aforementioned
Rabbeinu Beihai. Whether we realize it or not, dirt attaches to us. The same applies to
negative influences. The environment that we are in will affect us, whether directly or
indirectly.

The Rambam (hilchos dayos perek vav halacha alef) writes that it is the norm for people to be
thinking and acting the way others around him think and act. Therefore we must attach
ourselves to tzaddikim, so that we will learn from their actions. We must also distance ourselves
from wicked people, in order that we won’t learn from their actions. If one is in a place where
there are wicked people, he must relocate to a place where there are tzaddikim. If he is unable to
go to such a place then he must dwell alone. If they are still making him mix with them and are
disallowing him so sit alone then he must go to a desert or cave. ( qw»1 n1PA> o7R W N2 777

79N DONIN7 PR 209 2OPOTEY T20NA0 DT TIX 79797 ,1N1°T1 WIR AN AT 102 1YY I0R PwYA PRI
D90 DR 217 IR 720w R, 07°wyan TNk Xow 75 Twna 023910 2OYWIT 1A prnm ,omwynn w13
T2 77 172 22390 PWIR PRI DOV MW AT 70 4K 191,90 WORT WK N L3 299°05 73 2o
M3 7AW KD 7T DN INVIAW YW DYTY RITW MITAT 93 17 OXY 0720 7172 DONTIN DRI PWIRY D1pnY
TT22W MKW PIVD T 1727 2w I 21970 IR MOVAT 2100 DO MM A1TAY 1299 N1 WKW IR 1T
DM MAYAY RY® Y7 DTN 31121 11 29901 19 OR XOR 71722 207 MR 2°7PI2 PRY DOROM D97 17 OXY,007)
DOTIR N7 12793 21107 o1 MRIY PPV DOROM TI72 INRY 209X ,N1N3TA0)

Rabbi Shalomo Cohen (Per hador chalek beis page 101) relates a story. The Satmer Rebbi once
visited the Chazon Ish. He asked what we should do nowadays because everyone would end up
in a cave. The Chazon Ish responded that the Yeshivos are the caves.

Rabbi Shimshon Pinkes explains that following the ways of those who surround us is like nature.
Meaning, just as the sun rises in the east and sets in the west, so too, not following the ways of
those who surround us is unchangeable. Similarly, just as sick people are contagious, so too,
the ways of wicked people are also contagious.

It is for this reason that the Torah decided to specifically choose Avraham as the example
of one who is warned to relocate in order not to get negatively influenced. If Avraham, the
founder of monotheism, one who is so far removed from sinning or getting negatively




affected, is warned to relocate, lest he get negatively affected, then we must surely not dwell
in an area with wicked people.



