Acharei, Kedoshim 2017

1.
Magnets

“For on this day he shall provide atonement for you to cleanse you; from all your sins before
Hashem shall you be cleansed.” (16, 30)
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Otzer Hamashalim pages 102-103

A thief stole someone’s raised horse. This thief locked up this horse. The horse wanted to return
back to its home. If the door would be opened the horse would certainly go back to its home. The
Dubno Maggqid explains that we have a very pure soul that desires to get closer to Hashem.
Sometimes we become distant from our original stable. A thief known as the yeitzer hara tries to
cause obstacles to obstruct our path to Hashem. The Gemara in Berachos (17a) says that yeast
holds us back from serving Hashem. Rashi explains that the yeast refers to the yeitzer hara. If
these other things would be removed then we would be able to come closer to Hashem. This idea
is based on a pasuk in Devarim that states “Rather, the matter is very near to you — in your mouth
and in your heart — to perform.” (30, 14) ".anwy? 722731 51 781 1277 72X P *3" Everyone has a
natural desire to come closer to Hashem. There is an invisible magnate that brings
everyone close to Hashem. The problem is other stuff holds us back from clinging to
Hashem.

2.
How is it possible to love others like ourselves?

“You shall love your fellow as yourself — I am Hashem.” (19, 18)
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The Yerushalmi in Nedarim (9, 4) quotes Rebbi Akiva who says loving others as ourselves is a
big principle in the Torah. (.72 2173 9%5) Why is this so important? The Korban Haeda
explains that one who performs this mitzvah will be saved from many other sins. The Panay
Moshe explains that one who performs this mitzvah will be more careful to conduct his business
properly. He will be less likely to become jealous.

How is it possible to love someone else as much as we love ourselves?

The Ramban (19, 18) explains that the pasuk doesn’t mean that we should literally love
others like ourselves because that is impossible and against nature. Furthermore, the Gemara
in Baba Metzia (62a) quotes Rabbi Akiva who says that our lives come before the lives of others.
The Gemara relates two people who were walking in the desert with only a small measurement
of water. They both need to drink this water in order to survive. If they both drank from this
water then they would both die. However, if one person drank from the water then he would be
able to reach an inhabited area and live. Who gets to drink this water? Ben Petura says they
should both drink from the water and die. His logic is that they would each live a little longer.



However, Rebbi Akiva says that the one who owns it should drink. The Gemara concludes that
the halacha is like Rebbi Akiva. The Ramban explains that same applies to loving others; our life
precedes. Rather, this pasuk is informing us that there is a mitzvah to love others as we love
ourselves. Meaning, just as we want good things to happen to us, so too, we should want
good to happen to others as well. The Ibn Ezra and Seforno say this as well.

Another explanation as to how it is possible to love others as ourselves is as follows. The
Gemara in Shabbos (31) relates that a goy came to Shamai asking him to teach him the entire
Torah while he stands on one leg and convert him. Shamai rejected him and his request. He then
asked Hillel to do the same. Hillel said what is bad to you don’t do to others. ( nan %¥ *17°3 7 nx
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M3 DT LRI WD - TR LA 70T 90 X0 - avn X9) Let’s analyze Hillel’s fundamental and deep
statement. Hillel is essentially saying 71> 7v7% nanxy in reverse order. Meaning, instead of
loving others as we love ourselves, we must be careful not to harm others just as we wouldn’t
want to be harmed. Why did Hillel reverse the order? The Maritz Chiyus answers that Hillel
holds that we are only obligated not to harm others just as we wouldn’t want to be harmed.
However, we aren’t obligated to actually love others more than we love ourselves. The proof
to this is mentioned above, that our lives precede. Rashi (Sanhedrin 84b) also says that we are
only obligated not to harm others just as we wouldn’t want to be harmed. The Marsha and Rabbi
Shimon Shkop (intro to Shaarei Yosher) also explain like the Maritz Chiyus.

The Rambam (hilchos avel 14, 1) writes that it is a mitzvah to visit sick people, console
mourners, help with burial, attend weddings, attend funerals, have guests and escort them. These
are all included in ". 75 7¥7% nanx" The question arises; according to the Rambam and the
Ramban, "> 7v1% nanx1" obligates us to want to do good to others. That being so; why did
Hillel say the reverse; not to do bad to others? The Ein Yaakov answers that Hillel’s statement
was an exception. Hillel spoke to someone who came to convert. Hillel didn’t want to scare him
away by telling him a law that would be too hard for him to abide by during his early stages.
Rabbi Meir Shapiro (Imrei Das chalek beis page 269) says that Hillel recognized the convert’s
sincerity and thus didn’t want to scare him away. This is why Hillel said the reverse, unlike
Rebbi Akiva who addressed those who were already Jewish and capable of actively applying
doing good towards others.

Another explanation how it is possible to love others as ourselves is as follows. The Satmer
Rebbe (Divrei Yoel parshas Vayeishev page 282) says true tzaddikim are able to merit
literally loving others as they love themselves. Even though this is against nature, it is still
possible. The Chazon Ish (Pear hador chalek daled page 156) explains that one who is prepared
to be generous to others will be more likely to be at ease with Hashem than those who aren’t
generous to others.

We are currently during the days of seferas Haomer. The Gemara in Yevamos (62b) relates that
Rebbi Akiva’s 24,000 talmidim died during this time period. There is much to discuss. One
question is, how did they not know the importance of respecting one another? Rebbi Akiva is the
one who says loving others like ourselves is a big principle in the Torah? Didn’t he teach this to
his talmidim? The Margoles Hashas quotes the Lehoros Nason who says that Rebbi Akiva didn’t
emphasize this enough. Even the seemingly simplistic and obvious matters must be taught. Rebbi
Akiva only emphasized the importance of loving others as ourselves after they died.




