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1. 

Are women more talkative than men? 

 

Nachlas Tzvi page 314 

 

The Gemara in Kiddushin (49b) states that women took nine tenth of the speech (sicha) 

that descended into this world. ( .ואחד כל העולם כולו עשרה קבים שיחה ירדו לעולם, תשעה נטלו נשים)  Why 

does the Gemara use a language of sicha as opposed to dibbur (דיבור)? Sicha refers to talking 

about nothing, whereas dibbur refers to talking divrei Torah as stated in Yuma (19) ( אמר רבא השח

בם ולא בדברים אחרים "ודברת בם"עובר בעשה, שנאמר  שיחת חולין ). The Zohar Hakadosh says that when a 

person is born he is given a set amount of words he can say throughout his lifetime. Once he 

completes this amount of words he will die. The Gemara in Kiddushin (29) says that there is only 

an obligation placed upon a father to teach his sons Torah. Conversely, fathers are not obligated 

to teach their daughters Torah because they are exempt from Torah (learning Torah that is 

inapplicable). Since the commandment of dibbur was said regarding the men and not sicha, 

therefore men only took one portion of sicha. Dissimilarly, women who are exempt from 

learning have more time to be involved with sicha. Therefore the women took nine tenth of 

sicha.  

 

The Margulies Hashas (on Gemara in Kiddushin page 253) explains as we know that women are 

in a lot of pain at certain stages of their pregnancy and when they give birth. Therefore their 

natural urge to speak diminishes their pain. Their ability to verbally express their feelings, pains, 

and emotions helps to alleviate their pain.     

 

The Sifsei Chaim (middos veavodas Hashem page 269) explains that women are typically more 

involved with physical matters pertaining to this world. This is their form of being an azer 

kenegdo (helper of her husband). For example, they will tend to take care of house matters more 

than their husband. The nature of women is also to be involved with physical speech more than 

men. See Sifsei Chaim for a greater elaboration. (See also Chidushei Maharal on Gemara in 

Kiddushin for an elaboration.) 

 

2. 

Shabbos observance 

 

Aleinu L’shabayach pages 412-417 

 

“It is Sabbath for Hashem in all your dwelling places.” (23, 3) 

 

 "שבת היא לכם בכל מושבתיכם."

 

Many years ago it was very difficult for someone Jewish to keep Shabbos. Someone who refused 

to work on Shabbos wouldn’t be hired. There is a story of an individual who came from Poland 

to America with a big family. He was a skilled and hard worker who refused to work on 

Shabbos. Consequently he was constantly fired. He didn’t have money to pay for the rent of his 
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apartment and he and his family were kicked out of their apartment in the middle of the winter. 

He and his family passed by a big building that had a guard by the storage room outside the 

building. He had mercy on those freezing people in the cold. He invited them to come to the coal 

room located at the bottom of the building. They acquiesced, even though this coal room didn’t 

have certain staple items such as water and electricity; nevertheless it was a roof over their heads 

which protected them from the weather. Additionally, the area was warm due to the coals that 

heated up the building. Many times the children would trip over these black coals that filled up 

the room. They would subsequently turn black. Someone who would see them would think that 

the color of their skin was actually black. One day they were in the street and a wealthy 

individual wondered how these black kids knew Yiddish. He asked the children to explain this 

atypical situation. They told him their whole story. The wealthy individual went to the coal area. 

He then gave the father $500. (Keep in mind $500 was considered a lot of money back then. It 

was enough money to support his family for a full year.) His God fearing wife then walked into 

the room and found out what had occurred. She was surprisingly upset about what had 

transpired. She asked the wealthy individual if he is shomer (keeps) Shabbos. He responded that 

he doesn’t. She then said we aren’t interested in your money. Originally the father couldn’t 

believe what happened, but once he saw how sincere and serious his wife was, they agreed and 

the wealthy individual left. This wealthy individual went home and told his wife everything that 

happened. When his wife heard this she began to cry. She said if you will not agree to keep 

Shabbos then I want a get (divorce). She reminded her husband that they used to keep Shabbos, 

but when they came to America and earning a livelihood became difficult, you asked if it will be 

ok to violate Shabbos in order to work once. She knew that this would spiral into a complete and 

unfortunate consistent violation of Shabbos. However she wasn’t able to withstand the pressure 

and they constantly desecrated Shabbos. But now she said, it has been enough, this is the last 

straw. Now that you have witnessed how impressive this family is and how sincere they are 

about Shabbos, we must start keeping Shabbos once again. This is a sign from heaven. The 

husband agreed to keep Shabbos. As a result of the wealthy man’s new Shabbos observance, the 

poor family then accepted the money.  

 

There is another important story about Rabbi Moshe Feinstein zasa”l the Gadol hador and Rosh 

Yeshiva of Yeshiva Tiferes Yisrael. He was very serious when it came to Shabbos observance. 

He quarterbacked and organized a parade consisting of many children in order to promote and 

publicize the importance of Shabbos observance. 6,000 children gathered to march 

approximately two miles for this important cause. They were going to walk in 1,500 lines 

consisting of four children. The plan was that the Roshei Yeshivas and Rabbis would be a part of 

the parade; however they were going to be in a car in the front. Rabbi Feinstein refused to sit in a 

car in the front. He began walking and then many people respectfully began inviting him to sit in 

their car. Rabbi Feinstein declined their warn invitations saying ‘if the children are walking, then 

I will also walk.’ Rabbi Feinstein then humbly walked for the whole parade. All of the other 

Rabbis followed his lead and exited their cars and walked as well.          

  

 

   

 

 


