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Re’eh 2017 

 

1. 

Tzedaka 

  

“You shall tithe the entire crop of your planting, the produce of your field, year by year.” (14, 

22) 

 

 "עשר תעשר את כל תבואת זרעך היצא השדה שנה שנה."

 

The Gemara in Tanis (9a) relates a fundamental story regarding giving tzedaka. Rebbe Yochanan 

met the child of Reish Lakish. Rebbe Yochanan asked what they were learning in Yeshiva. He 

responded “You shall tithe the entire crop of your planting, the produce of your field, year by 

year.” Rebbe Yochanan then darshened (expounded) the pasuk and explained give maaser 

(charity) in order that you will become wealthy. ( אמר רבי יוחנן מאי דכתיב "עשר תעשר"? עשר בשביל

שתתעשר. אשכחיה רבי יוחנן לינוקא דריש לקיש אמר ליה אימא לי פסוקיך! אמר ליה עשר תעשר. אמר ליה ומאי 

 עשירות and מעשר The Maharsha explains that the words) (עשר תעשר? אמר ליה עשר בשביל שתתעשר.

are similar. Rabbenu Channel explains that one should give maasar in order that he will be able 

to give more maasar.) The child asked ‘how do you know that this is accurate?’ Rebbe Yochanan 

said go and test it out. You will see that it works. He then asked is it permissible to test Hashem? 

The pasuk in Devarim (perek vav) says that testing Hashem is prohibited. Rebbe Yochanan 

responded that this is an exception. ( אמר ליה מנא לך? אמר ליה זיל נסי. אמר ליה ומי שרי לנסוייה להקדוש

ברוך הוא? והכתיב לא תנסו את ה'! אמר ליה הכי אמר רבי הושעיא חוץ מזו, שנאמר "הביאו את כל המעשר אל בית 

האוצר ויהי טרף בביתי ובחנוני נא בזאת אמר ה' צבאות אם לא אפתח לכם את ארבות השמים והריקתי לכם ברכה עד 

 Tosfos explains that one (בלי די" מאי עד בלי די? אמר רמי בר חמא אמר רב עד שיבלו שפתותיכם מלומר די.

who gives tzedaka properly will continue to receive more money. The opposite is also true. One 

who doesn’t give tzedaka properly will lose money. There was once a very wealthy individual 

who owned a very large field. He would consistently give ten percent of his produce to tzedaka. 

When he was on his death bed he instructed his son to follow in his path and give ten percent as 

well. Originally his son gave ten percent. However, subsequently, he stopped giving ten percent. 

Suddenly, the field only yielded ten percent of the typical amount. His relatives explained that 

you caused this to yourself. Since you didn’t give ten percent, therefore, your field is only 

yielding ten percent. ( יעשה שדך אלא כפי מעשרות  אם לא תעשר שדך כהוגן לא יהיה לך אלא היוצא מן השדה כלומר לא

שהיו קודם לכן דהיינו היוצא מן השדה כלומר מה שהיית רגיל להוציא למעשר מן השדה ומעשה באדם אחד שהיה עשיר והיה לו 

שדה שעשתה אלף כור והיה אותו עשיר נוטל ק' כורין למעשר ומפריש כל שנה ושנה, וכן עשה כל ימיו כשחלה למות קרא לבנו 

ע ששדה זו שאני מוריש לך עושה בכל שנה ושנה אלף כורין הזהר שתפריש ק' כורין כאשר עשיתי ומת אותו האיש ואמר לו בני ד

ועמד הבן במקומו ועשה השדה אלף כורין כאשר היה עושה בחיי האב והפריש ממנה ק' כורין בשנה שניה נסתכל וראה הבן 

ה ולא עשה כי אם מאה כורין נצטער עליו ושמעו קרוביו שכך שמעשר היה דבר גדול ואמר שלא יפריש לשנה אחרת נתמעט השד

מיעט ולא הפריש מעשר באו כולם אצלו מלובשים לבנים ושמחים אמר להם כמדומה לי שאתם שמחים בקלקלתי אמרו לו נצטער 

יית בעל עליך כי גרמת לך כל הרעה הזאת ומפני מה לא הפרשת מעשר כראוי היטב בא וראה כי מתחלה כשבא השדה לידך ה

הבית והקב"ה כהן שהיה המעשר חלקו ליתן לעניים ועכשיו שלא הפרשת חלקו לו היה הקדוש ברוך הוא בעל הבית ואתה כהן 

.שאין שדך עושה מה שהיה עושה מתחלה אלף כורין והפריש לך מאה כורין )  

 

The Ben Yehoyadah asks, how was it permissible for this kid to test if giving tzedaka will 

actually increase one’s money or not, after all minors aren’t obligated to give tzedaka? This is 

precisely the insight. Even though he is not obligated to give tzedaka, if he does give then he will 

have financial success.  
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Another question arises; how is it that many people give tzedaka, but still do not see financial 

success? Their other sins cause their charity to be outweighed. 

 

The Gemara in Kesubos (67) relates that the daughter of Nakdemon ben Guryon would gather 

barley that was underneath the legs of animals and she would distribute it to poor people. 

Seemingly this was a very pious act; however, the Gemara says that she didn’t do as she could 

have and should have done. Meaning, since her father was very wealthy and she was able to give 

a higher quality of tzedaka, she therefore should have done so. The Chafetz Chaim explains that 

this episode can be used to answer a common question. How is it that many people give 

tzedaka, but still do not see financial success? The simple answer was related above. However, 

the Chafetz Chaim answers further that these people aren’t giving the amount that they can 

and should give. Those who have more money are expected and obligated to give more 

money.  

 

The Gemara in Kesubos (50) says that one isn’t allowed to spend more than one fifth of his 

money on tzedaka. There are exceptions to this halacha. One of the exceptions to this is a 

wealthy person. Not only can he give more than one fifth of his money, but also he should give 

more than one fifth of his money to tzedaka. It is very easy to unfavorably judge people and 

assume that they aren’t giving enough. However, we must realize the following. There is a story 

of someone who saw a drunken person on the streets of Vilna. Many kids were joking and doing 

inappropriate things to him. Someone then told the drunkard ‘it’s too bad you don’t understand 

the foolish actions you are doing while you are intoxicated. If I were in your situation I wouldn’t 

allow these kids to do what they’re doing to you, to me.’ Many times we think that if we had a 

lot of money we would give more money to tzedaka. It is easier said than done. The 

unfortunate reality is that once someone amasses a lot of wealth, he tends to enter a drunk 

like state and not give.  
 

2. 

Why are there so many different Jewish groups? 

 

“You are children to Hashem, your God – you shall not cut yourselves.” (14, 1) 

 
".בנים אתם ליקוק אלהיכם לא תתגדדו"  

 

The Gemara in Yevamos (13a) explains that this pasuk refers to the prohibition of making many 

groups. Why are there so many different Jewish groups? The Chafetz Chaim answered this 

question by asking another question. Why are there so many different types of soldiers? There 

are foot soldiers, defensive, swimmers and pilots etc.? When it comes to war, many different 

tactics are necessary. Each soldier specializes in his area and excels in his own way. All of the 

different groups of people are all part of Hashem’s army. They are all Hashem’s soldiers. 

Each group has there specialty. Some emphasize Torah more, while others might 

emphasize davening more. There are different groups because there are multiple paths that 

can be taken. Each group helps in a different manner.  

 

The Gemara in Tanis (31a) quotes Ula who says that in the future Hashem will make a circle for 

the tzaddikim. Hashem will sit in the middle of the circle. The Daf Al Hadaf quotes Rebbi Akiva 

Eiger who explains that in the future we will see that all of the different approaches are for 
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the sake of heaven and are legitimate. Everyone will be equidistant to the midpoint of the 

circle. The Toras Emes explains that the gematria of הוא יושב ביניהם equals אמת. The reason for this 

is that this is the truth: everyone’s unique approach of serving Hashem is the truth. The Gemara 

says that there is no other Yom Tov like Tu B’Av. The Benai Yissoschor explains that Tu B’Av 

is so special because there is no jealousy, competition or hatred. This is what it will be like in the 

future when that circle will be made. The fifteenth letter of the Hebrew alphabet is a ס. The letter 

 .is circular and has no beginning and end. This is why there is no Yom Tov like Tu B’Av ס

Everyone will be equal and there won’t be any jealousy. The Chafetz Chaim explains that we 

mustn’t assume that we are better than others. We must view ourselves as equal. The truth is that 

a circle symbolizes something much more than equality. When someone steps forward, the 

person behind him steps into the spot where he previously stood. The deeper idea behind 

this is as follows; in the future we will experience ways that others served Hashem in this 

world. We will then understand that way of serving Hashem and understand it’s 

legitimacy.    
 

Someone once asked the Chafetz Chaim if he was a chassid or a misnaged (one who opposed 

chassidus). He responded ‘I am neither. I only try to observe what is written in the Shulchan 

Aruch. The Gemara (Shabbos 30) relates that in the world of truth we will be asked several 

questions such as: did you set yourself fixed times for Torah study? Did you deal and trade with 

people in good faith? We will not be asked if we were a chassid or a misnaged. So it would 

seem that this is not a matter of particular importance. The main thing is to learn, to know 

and to observe the Torah.’  (Bio page 186) 

        


