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1.
Tzedaka

“You shall tithe the entire crop of your planting, the produce of your field, year by year.” (14,
22)
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The Gemara in Tanis (9a) relates a fundamental story regarding giving tzedaka. Rebbe Yochanan
met the child of Reish Lakish. Rebbe Yochanan asked what they were learning in Yeshiva. He
responded “You shall tithe the entire crop of your planting, the produce of your field, year by
year.” Rebbe Yochanan then darshened (expounded) the pasuk and explained give maaser
(charity) in order that you will become wealthy. ( 9°awa qwy 2" wyn wy" 22057 X1 171 °27 KR
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are similar. Rabbenu Channel explains that one should give maasar in order that he will be able
to give more maasar.) The child asked ‘how do you know that this is accurate?’ Rebbe Yochanan
said go and test it out. You will see that it works. He then asked is it permissible to test Hashem?
The pasuk in Devarim (perek vav) says that testing Hashem is prohibited. Rebbe Yochanan
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who gives tzedaka properly will continue to receive more money. The opposite is also true. One
who doesn’t give tzedaka properly will lose money. There was once a very wealthy individual
who owned a very large field. He would consistently give ten percent of his produce to tzedaka.
When he was on his death bed he instructed his son to follow in his path and give ten percent as
well. Originally his son gave ten percent. However, subsequently, he stopped giving ten percent.
Suddenly, the field only yielded ten percent of the typical amount. His relatives explained that
you caused this to yourself. Since you didn’t give ten percent, therefore, your field is only
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The Ben Yehoyadah asks, how was it permissible for this kid to test if giving tzedaka will
actually increase one’s money or not, after all minors aren’t obligated to give tzedaka? This is
precisely the insight. Even though he is not obligated to give tzedaka, if he does give then he will
have financial success.




Another question arises; how is it that many people give tzedaka, but still do not see financial
success? Their other sins cause their charity to be outweighed.

The Gemara in Kesubos (67) relates that the daughter of Nakdemon ben Guryon would gather
barley that was underneath the legs of animals and she would distribute it to poor people.
Seemingly this was a very pious act; however, the Gemara says that she didn’t do as she could
have and should have done. Meaning, since her father was very wealthy and she was able to give
a higher quality of tzedaka, she therefore should have done so. The Chafetz Chaim explains that
this episode can be used to answer a common question. How is it that many people give
tzedaka, but still do not see financial success? The simple answer was related above. However,
the Chafetz Chaim answers further that these people aren’t giving the amount that they can
and should give. Those who have more money are expected and obligated to give more
money.

The Gemara in Kesubos (50) says that one isn’t allowed to spend more than one fifth of his
money on tzedaka. There are exceptions to this halacha. One of the exceptions to this is a
wealthy person. Not only can he give more than one fifth of his money, but also he should give
more than one fifth of his money to tzedaka. It is very easy to unfavorably judge people and
assume that they aren’t giving enough. However, we must realize the following. There is a story
of someone who saw a drunken person on the streets of Vilna. Many kids were joking and doing
inappropriate things to him. Someone then told the drunkard ‘it’s too bad you don’t understand
the foolish actions you are doing while you are intoxicated. If I were in your situation I wouldn’t
allow these kids to do what they’re doing to you, to me.” Many times we think that if we had a
lot of money we would give more money to tzedaka. It is easier said than done. The
unfortunate reality is that once someone amasses a lot of wealth, he tends to enter a drunk
like state and not give.

2.
Why are there so many different Jewish groups?

“You are children to Hashem, your God — you shall not cut yourselves.” (14, 1)
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The Gemara in Yevamos (13a) explains that this pasuk refers to the prohibition of making many
groups. Why are there so many different Jewish groups? The Chafetz Chaim answered this
question by asking another question. Why are there so many different types of soldiers? There
are foot soldiers, defensive, swimmers and pilots etc.? When it comes to war, many different
tactics are necessary. Each soldier specializes in his area and excels in his own way. All of the
different groups of people are all part of Hashem’s army. They are all Hashem’s soldiers.
Each group has there specialty. Some emphasize Torah more, while others might
emphasize davening more. There are different groups because there are multiple paths that
can be taken. Each group helps in a different manner.

The Gemara in Tanis (31a) quotes Ula who says that in the future Hashem will make a circle for
the tzaddikim. Hashem will sit in the middle of the circle. The Daf Al Hadaf quotes Rebbi Akiva
Eiger who explains that in the future we will see that all of the different approaches are for



the sake of heaven and are legitimate. Everyone will be equidistant to the midpoint of the
circle. The Toras Emes explains that the gematria of omra 2wy xi7 equals nax. The reason for this
is that this is the truth: everyone’s unique approach of serving Hashem is the truth. The Gemara
says that there is no other Yom Tov like Tu B’Av. The Benai Yissoschor explains that Tu B’Av
IS so special because there is no jealousy, competition or hatred. This is what it will be like in the
future when that circle will be made. The fifteenth letter of the Hebrew alphabet is a o. The letter
o is circular and has no beginning and end. This is why there is no Yom Tov like Tu B’Av.
Everyone will be equal and there won’t be any jealousy. The Chafetz Chaim explains that we
mustn’t assume that we are better than others. We must view ourselves as equal. The truth is that
a circle symbolizes something much more than equality. When someone steps forward, the
person behind him steps into the spot where he previously stood. The deeper idea behind
this is as follows; in the future we will experience ways that others served Hashem in this
world. We will then understand that way of serving Hashem and understand it’s
legitimacy.

Someone once asked the Chafetz Chaim if he was a chassid or a misnaged (one who opposed
chassidus). He responded ‘I am neither. I only try to observe what is written in the Shulchan
Aruch. The Gemara (Shabbos 30) relates that in the world of truth we will be asked several
questions such as: did you set yourself fixed times for Torah study? Did you deal and trade with
people in good faith? We will not be asked if we were a chassid or a misnaged. So it would
seem that this is not a matter of particular importance. The main thing is to learn, to know
and to observe the Torah.” (Bio page 186)




