Va’eschanan 2013

1.
Loving Hashem with heart, soul and monetarily

Nachlas Tzvi pages 453-454

“You shall love Hashem, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your
resources.” (6, 5)
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Why is the pasuk instructing us to first love Hashem with our heart, then our soul and then our
resources? The Mishna in Berachos (54a) explains that loving God with ‘all your heart’ is
referring to loving God with your good and evil inclinations. Meaning, your good inclination
should turn your evil inclination into good. Loving God with ‘all your soul’ refers to a person
willing to sacrifice his life to sanctify God’s name. (9321 .77 7¥°21 210 9%°2 , 7% "1w31 7237 932
T1mn 952 77R7 9021, 7wl DR v X177 190X Twoi) The Gemara in Berachos (61b) relates the story
of Rabbi Akiva who died while sanctifying God’s name. The Romans decreed that the Jews were
not allowed to learn Torah. Papas found Rebbi Akiva gathering Jews and teaching them Torah.
He asked Rebbi Akiva ‘aren’t you afraid of teaching Torah?’ Rebbi Akiva responded by means
of a mashal (parable). Rebbi Akiva said that this is comparable to a fox that was walking by a
river. He saw fish that were gathering together from place to place. The fox asked the fish ‘from
whom are you swimming away?’ The fish responded ‘from the fishermen who are trying to catch
us.” The fox invited them ashore. He assured the fish that they would be safe. The fish
questioned this ‘welcoming invitation and offer’. They said ‘if in the place where we get our
life from, aka under water, we are in trouble, then surely out of our habitat, aka on land,
we will be in severe danger.” The same applies to our current situation. If we are in danger
when we are learning, then surely we will be in trouble when we aren’t learning. ( 13127110
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an impure animal, represents the goyim (non-Jews). The fish represents the Jews. The fox, aka
goyim, tried to get the fish, aka the Jews, out of the water of Torah. Water represents Torah as
stated in Tanis (7a). The fish going and gathering symbolizes the Jews trying to go to a safe
location in order to learn. The fisherman’s nets refer to the decrees that the goyim decreed upon
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Gemara continues and says that they imprisoned Rebbi Akiva. They took Rebbi Akiva out of jail
in order to kill him. It was the time of kriyas shema. They combed his flesh with metal combs.
This was excruciatingly painful. Rebbi Akiva began to accept upon himself the yoke of heaven



by reciting shema. The talmidim (students) of Rebbi Akiva asked ‘until here?’ Rebbi Akiva
responded ‘my entire life I was pained over this pasuk. I thought to myself, when would I ever be
able to fulfill this pasuk? Now that | am finally able to fulfill this pasuk, should I not fulfill it?’
Rebbi Akiva intently recited the first pasuk of shema and then died. A heavenly voice yelled out
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There is much to discuss regarding this fundamental, memorable, historic and inspiring event.
The question arises; why are the Jews compared to fish out of water as opposed to a
peacock or hyena without air? Rabbi Mordechai Gifter ingeniously explains that while a
fish is in water, it doesn’t look so alive, even though the reality is that it is completely alive.
Many times fish casually and slowly glide. Dissimilarly, when fish are removed from water
they tend to shake around and move a lot, it looks like it’s vibrant and completely alive,
even though the reality is that it is dying. The same applies to people. Many people who are
out of the water, aka the Torah, look alive. They go to prohibited places and are energetic.
The reality is that they’re dying. This is precisely what the Gemara in Berachos (18) refers to
when it says that wicked people are called dead even when they are alive and righteous people
are called alive even when they are dead. (.0°n% 121 17°° 02w YWD 121 °°17 IRIPI INNRIAY DOPOTX)
The Mishna in Avos (perek beis) states the more Torah one learned, the more life he has. ( 727n
.0°°11 127 770) Some people say ‘take a break from learning, it’s the summer. Get a life.” The
response to these people is ‘this is life. Torah is life!” The pasuk states ‘it is a tree of life for
those who grasp it. Similarly, we say in the second beracha before shema during maariv ‘it is our
life’. Other animals differ in this regard. Meaning, when they have air they look alive and
when they don’t have air then they look like they’re dying. This is true, when they have air
they are actually living and when they don’t have air then they are actually dying. The fish
that look dead while they are in the water symbolize righteous people. Many times they
look tired and dead so to say. This is only because they exert, utilize and save all of their
energy to learn and perform mitzvos. The reality is that they are more alive than anyone
else. (112 WD Tan WIS L. D021 KPR ,MN A7 2100 WD (IRDIWIW 7w °27) Jwn 2983 20D
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Additionally, explains the Chafetz Chaim, water is a complete necessity for fish. So too, we need
our water, aka the Torah. The Tana D’bei Eliyahu Zuta says that just as a one cannot survive
without water after a certain period of time, such as a week, so too Jews cannot survive without
Torah after a certain period of time.




The Eitz Yosef relates the true depth of the discussion between Rebbi Akiva and his talmidim.
The talmidim witnessed how much Rebbi Akiva was attached to Hashem. Rebbi Akiva was so
attached to Hashem that he didn’t even feel any of the afflictions that befell him. They therefore
asked him ‘until here?” Meaning, please teach us, how did you get to such a lofty spiritual level?
How could we get to such a level? Rebbi Akiva responded that he only merited attaining such a
level by contemplating the pasuk of “You shall love Hashem, your God, with all your heart, with
all your soul, and with all your resources” his entire life. However, the contemplation of this
pasuk was only a mere thought. He always anticipated when he would be able to apply this pasuk
and put the ideals of this pasuk into action. Therefore, it isn’t so difficult to attain the level he
reached. Conversely, someone who suddenly wants to attain such a level without proper and
seasoned contemplation will be unable to do so.

The Anaf Yosef asks a slew of questions. The words “until here’ could also be interpreted as the
talmidim questioning the practice of Rebbi Akiva. Meaning, they were questioning the decision
of Rebbi Akiva to die by sanctifying Hashem’s name. Why were they questioning his decision to
die and sanctify Hashem’s name? Why is such a bizarre language of ‘until here’ being used?
What is the explanation of the response of Rebbi Akiva? Many people would die and sanctify
Hashem’s name even without properly contemplating the depth of the pasuk? Since the Gemara
says that he died after reciting the first pasuk of shema that implies that the entire conversation of
Rebbi Akiva and his talmidim happened when he was in the middle of the first pasuk of shema.
It is very weird that his talmidim were speaking with him during the first pasuk of shema.
Furthermore, why is Rebbi Akiva interrupting in the middle of shema? The afflictions that they
afflicted Rebbi Akiva with were even worse than death itself. Rebbi Akiva prayed that he will
die specifically during shema in order that he would properly fulfill ‘with all of your soul.” Even
though the hardships would give him more reward in the next world based on the Mishna in
Avos (end of fifth perek) which states according to the exertion will be the reward ( xvx 019°
X1aR), and therefore seemingly it would be more logical to suffer more and die later.
Nevertheless Rebbi Akiva prayed that he would die when he would be in the midst of reciting
shema, in order to properly fulfill ‘with all of your soul.” The talmidim incorrectly concluded
that Rebbi Akiva was weak and therefore unable to withstand the hardships. They didn’t
understand why Rebbi Akiva didn’t want the afflictions. In response to that inaccurate thought
process, Rebbi Akiva responded that he wanted to fulfill ‘with all of your soul’ properly, even at
the expense of greater reward.

Loving God with “all your resources” refers to monetarily. The pasuk is in this order to teach
us the process of how we should love and serve Hashem. First one must conquer his evil
inclination by loving God with ‘all your heart’ which will enable one to love God with ‘all
your soul’ allowing us to sacrifice our life as Rabbi Akiva did. These two elements will
motivate us to love God financially with “all your resources’. The order of the three aspects of
this pasuk are absolutely necessary because if one would first love with your ‘soul’ or with your
‘resources’ then the evil inclination will try to entice and prevent him from loving God with ‘all
your heart” by convincing him that it is unwise to sacrifice one’s life or give away money for the
sake of Hashem. Therefore, loving God with ‘all your heart” must precede, because it will
neutralize and eliminate the evil inclination.

According to this why can’t one fulfill ‘with all of your soul’ first? One will only truly and
sincerely fulfill ‘with all of your soul’ if ones yeitzer tov (good inclination) conguers ones yeitzer



hara (bad inclination). One can give up his life, but if it’s for the wrong reason then it’s
unproductive.

Hashem and Torah vs parent, who wins?

Meiyna shel Torah page 37

“Honor your father and mother, as Hashem, your God commanded you.” (5, 16)

Why does the pasuk add and say “as Hashem, your God commanded you?”” When the Ten
Commandments were enumerated in parshas Yisro, the pasuk doesn’t state “as Hashem, your
God commanded you.” Why the difference? The Gemara (Yevamos 5a) says that a child
shouldn’t listen to his parents who tell him to violate Shabbos. The reason for this is; everyone is
obligated to respect Hashem (*71252 o°2>°n1 05212). A child is only obligated to respect his/her
parents “like Hashem commanded you”, meaning, if it’s in accordance to how Hashem
commanded. This is why specifically here, explains the Kedushas Levi, the pasuk states “like
Hashem commanded you.” Meaning, originally, in parshas Yisro, the entire Torah wasn’t given
yet. Conversely, now, in parshas Va’eschanan, when the entire Torah was given, the pasuk could
say “like Hashem commanded you”, meaning, if it’s according to proper Halacha.

Let’s relate a less known, but yet fundamental case where this would apply. The Shulchan Aruch
(yora daya siman 240 sif 25) states that one who wants to attend a certain Yeshiva where he
knows he will have success because of a Rabbi there or another reason, but his father doesn’t
want him to attend that Yeshiva because they are afraid that that area is physically dangerous, the
son does not need to listen to his parent. ( 7572 12°0 AXTW VI RITW IR DPA? NIPY XMW TN
1ARD VINWD T R L,DO°9Y1 09201 272 YA NI ARITY 097 12 7MIN 1R ,aWW 277 2197 17IM9N2
712.) (The source of this Halacha is a Terumas Hadeshen siman 40. He explains that a good
Rebbi/teacher is irreplaceable (.711%% 72°7 QX 93 11 X7W).)

Meaning, one could in fact listen and fulfill his parent’s concern/instruction and not attend that
Yeshiva. However, he doesn’t need to listen to his parent. He can halachicialy attend whatever
Yeshiva he wants even against the will of his parent. This is not considered a violation of
kivud av v’eim (respecting one’s parents). (As a side point; many people incorrectly think that
kivud av v’eim necessitates children to do everything that their parents ask for. This is very far
from true. For example if a parent instructs a child to jump off a fifty story building without a
parachute; this child obviously shouldn’t listen.)

The Pischay Teshuva (sif katan 22) quotes the Chamude Daniel who says that even if the son is
doubtful whether he will have more spiritual success is this new Yeshiva or not, nevertheless it is
permissible for him to attend.




