Behar 2014

1.
Interest

Nachlas Tzvi pages 318-319

“Do not give him your money for interest, Etc. I am Hashem your God Who took you out of the
land of Egypt, Etc.” (25, 37-38)
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What does interest have to do with Hashem taking us out of Egypt? Hashem took us out of
Egypt with a strong hand (qprn 7°2). If the Jews would have finished the 400 years of slavery that
was originally decreed on them, at the bris bein habisarim with Avraham; then Hashem would
not have needed to redeem the Jews. Pharaoh himself would have let the Jews go at that time.
However, since the Jews left early, Hashem needed to redeem the Jews with a strong hand. This
explains the juxtaposition of the aforementioned pesukim. Hashem took us out of Egypt early
‘on credit’ and didn’t make us pay ‘interest’. Therefore, since we want to emulate the ways
of Hashem, we don’t charge interest to our fellow Jew.

The question arises, we are in galus (exile) now, which is much longer than 190 years, isn’t this
interest? We caused this situation ourselves by sinning. If we wouldn’t have sinned then we
wouldn’t have been exiled.

We see from the aforementioned information the importance of following the ways of Hashem.
For example, just as He is merciful so too we have to be merciful.

2.
Shemita and wealth

The Sfas Emes o0s 653:

The beginning of the parsha discusses Har (mount) Sinai followed by shemita. What does shmita
have to do with Har Sinai? Rashi answers; just as all of the intricate laws of shmita were given at
Har Sinai so too all of the Mitzvos and their intricate halachos (laws) were given at Har Sinai.
The Sfas Emes says we can explain this based on the Mishna in Avos (perek 4) Rabbi Yochanan
says whoever fulfills the Torah despite poverty will ultimately fulfill the Torah in wealth; but
whoever neglects the Torah because of wealth will ultimately neglect it in poverty. There is a
serious test that poor people undergo. It is quite difficult for them to remain faithful to Hashem
despite their poverty and lack of certain items. There is also a test for wealthy people; that they
don’t get caught up with their physicality’s and forget Hashem. Someone who keeps the Torah in
a state of poverty but nevertheless overcomes his pressing situation and remains faithful to
Hashem will be able to fulfill the Torah in a state of wealth. This was the situation with the Jews
in the desert; they were essentially poor. This was a form of preparation for fulfilling the Torah
afterwards in a state of wealth. This is explanation of shemita. During the shemita year it is
prohibited to work the land. We must have emunah (belief/faith) that Hashem will provide for




us. That’s why the pasuk juxtaposes shemita next to Har Sinai. Har Sinai was in the desert, a
location where the Jews were poor. Shemita symbolizes poverty as well because the ground is
not worked. Therefore, the Torah is essentially saying that if you are able to fulfill the Torah in
poverty, you will be able to fulfill the Torah in wealth. However, we sinned in the desert.
Therefore the end of the Mishna applied; whoever neglects the Torah because of wealth will
ultimately neglect it in poverty.

Thank you Yair Moshe Ausabel for typing this up.



