Shemini 2016
1.

Going from one mitzvah to another immediately

“Moshe told Aharon take for yourself a young bull for a sin offering (korban chatas) and a ram
for a burnt-offering (olah) — unblemished; and offer (them) before Hashem.” (9, 2)
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Why did Moshe command Aharon to bring this korban without any preparation?

Rav Moshe Feinstein (Drash Moshe page 83) answers that this alludes to the principal of
starting another mitzvah immediately after the completion of a mitzvah. This parsha
occurred on the eighth day of the completion of the inauguration of the Mishkan. They still
needed to go straight into the next mitzvah of bringing korbanos. We shouldn’t say once we
finish one mitzvah we can now take a break, but rather we must go straight to the next mitzvah.
This is the reason why on Simchas Torah once we finish the Torah, we start from Bereishis
immediately!

Perhaps this is explanation of the minhag (custom) for one who finishes a perek in Gemara is to
start the next one right away! Furthermore, when a person finishes a Mesechta, he starts the next
one right away! This could be alluded to in the word siyum (21°). The word siyum
(completion) starts with the letter samech, which is circular. The word siyum ends with the
letter mem which is also circular which refers to the concept of necessary review even after
completion. The mem also has a leg sticking out pointing to the next word which alludes to
going straight into the next Mesechta right away! Take the positive momentum from the
previous Mesechta and apply it to the next one.

Someone once came to the Stiepler and said I’'m making a siyum on Shas. My question is; should
| learn Yerushalmi now or review Bavli? The Steipler asked him a question on Mesechas Nida
and the man said | am not sure but I think this is the answer. The Steipler told him to go review
Bavli. When the man came home he looked up the answer and discovered that he was right! He
went back to the Stiepler and said why shouldn’t T learn Yerushalmi, | got the answer right? The
Steipler answered that since you weren’t sure you need to go back and review! (Based on the
aforementioned explanation reviewing the Bavli and starting the Yerushalmi would be
preferable.)

The Mishna in Avos (perek 4) states (;mxn naa mxn) one Mitzvah causes/leads to another
Mitzvah. The deeper explanation of this Mishna is; when you perform one mitzvah you’ll have
momentum which will make it easier for you to perform another Mitzvah right away. This is one
of the explanations of a talmid chacham. He is always striving to learn more and always
views himself as a talmid (student). Once he finished one Mesechta he goes right into the next.
The Gemara in Chagiga (9b) says you can’t compare someone who reviews his learning 100
times to someone who reviews his learning 101 times ( 1275 ANWS DoYD IRA PID INW TAT X
7nX1 7R7). What is the explanation of this Gemara? After reviewing something 100 times, is one



extra review really so important? The explanation is that the Gemara doesn’t just merely mean
one additional time of chazara (review). Rather the Gemara is essentially saying that his starting
of the next cycle immediately reveals and makes it evident that he wants to continue and learn
more! He doesn’t want to stop at 100 just because it is a nice round even number.

The Gemara in Taanis (7a) says the Torah alludes to water (770 X% 22 1°R). There are two types
of people who go swimming. One goes in for fun. Another goes in for a serious swim and for the
sake of exercise. Before he goes into the pool he thinks about how many laps he will do. He is
going to take advantage of the exercise. So too regarding us, before we enter the massive sea of
Torah and Mitzvos (see Gemara at the end of Yevamos), we must assess what we are capable of
doing and exert the necessary effort in order to succeed. When this is done, there will be greater
potential for success.

This is also applicable when we finish what we intended to learn. We should start thinking about
what to learn immediately and then begin learning! Don’t delay!

The best way to start immediately is to have a desire, happiness, will, excitement and enjoyment
in learning. When a person views learning and mitzvos as the most enjoyable thing, he will
automatically want to start right away. If we don’t have this happiness, we must strive as hard as
we can to obtain it. Moshe is telling Aharon to take the Korbanos right. When figuring a time to
start learning with a new chavrusa (study partner), we should set up a time and begin learning
with him immediately.

2.

Newness and freshness towards learning and mitzvos

Mishnas Rebbi Aharon page 173

“Moshe said: This is the thing Hashem commanded you to do; then the glory of Hashem will
appear to you.” (9, 6)
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The simple interpretation of this pasuk is that this pasuk is referring to the korbanos and the
presence of Hashem will be revealed in the Mishkan. However there is an additional explanation
of this pasuk; through the performance of the Mitzvos that Hashem commanded us, it will be
revealed to the one performing the Mitzvahs, the kavod (honor) of Hashem. Through learning
and mitzvos we will reach the truth and a deeper spiritual level. This spirituality will become
more a part of us. This is only if we perform the mitzvos under the condition of how Hashem
commanded them. We shouldn’t perform the Mitzvos habitually like robots and without passion.
Even though it counts as if the Mitzvah was performed and credit will be given, it won’t make a
lasting impression because it wasn’t done as Hashem commanded. The Pasuk says this is the
matter Hashem commanded. He commanded us to put meaning into the Mitzvos. He wants our
heart.



The Kli Yakar (parshas Emor 23, 16) is bothered by the reason as to why the Torah
doesn’t mention a specific day as to when the Torah was given. Furthermore, the Torah
itself does not institute a specific holiday to celebrate the giving of the Torah. Why?

The pshat (explanation) is we need to view every single day as a new Matan Torah. Every
day is a Har Sinai. Hashem didn’t want to tell us the day of Matan Torah because every
single day a person needs to view it as a Ma’amad Har Sinai. The Gemara in Eruvin (54b)
says the more a person learns the more flavors he’ll find. The Sifri (parshas Va’eschanan 6,
6) tells us that the Torah should be new upon us and not like something that is old. The
words of Torah should be new to us even if we have been learning for years. You will find a
new chiddush every day. The Gemara Chagiga (3a) and Shabbos (83b) state it’s impossible to
learn in a Beis Medrash without finding a chiddush (new insight). The Marasha says you’ll find
Chiddushim even when you are doing Chazara! That’s why the date of Matan Torah isn’t
mentioned in the Torah and that’s what our Pasuk means. In order to tap into loftier spiritual
levels, we need to learn and do mitzvahs with freshness and a passion as if they were given
today!

Thank you Yair Moshe Ausabel for typing this up.



