Vayeira 2016

1.
There is no tefila in vain

Otzer Mashalim page 91

“And Hashem said, ‘shall I conceal from Avraham what I do, now that Avraham is surely to
become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall bless themselves by
him?” (18, 17-18)
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Dubno Maggqid relates an analogy of two customers who entered into a store. The older customer
meticulously examined the exact size of the clothing. He then proceeded to choose the garments
he would wear. The younger customer didn’t check anything. The older individual asked the
younger why he didn’t check the size. He responded because he has many children and even if
the clothing doesn’t fit him, it will nevertheless most probably fit others. The same applies
regarding davening. There is no such thing as a prayer that is in vain. Every prayer will cause
beracha to occur, whether immediately or after some period of time. Since the Sedomites were
such sinners, therefore, the prayer of Avraham could not save them. However, since Avraham
caused the birth of the Jewish nation, this prayer therefore had a major impact. The prayer was
redirected towards the Jewish people. This is the explanation of our pasuk. Hashem is notifying
Avraham that in the merit of his prayer, he will have a big nation.

In the summer of 2014 three teenage Jews were kidnapped in Israel. They were unable to locate
them for 21 days. Afterwards they were found, dead. Many Tehilim and learning sessions were
organized worldwide. Many incorrectly said that all of the prayers were in vain. The reality is
that that statement is far from accurate. The prayers were saved. The Jews ended up going into
Gaza and wiping out the many terror tunnels that were dug underground. On Rosh Hashana,
these terrorists planned to stealthily crawl underground, pop up in Jewish territory and kill
people. Hundreds of people could have chas v’shalom been killed. This was prevented due to the
saved prayers. We must not think that just because we daven and don’t see immediate
results, that our prayer wasn’t accepted. The same applies regarding Torah. Success
doesn’t come overnight.

Why were many of the Avos and Emahos barren? The Gemara in Yevamos (65) answers that it
is because Hashem desires the prayers of the tzaddikim. (>392 ?2°py 1°MaR 1 a7 2101 prge 7"R
2P°7% Sw Inhan mknn 1"apnw) Based on this Gemara we can suggest another reason why
our prayers aren’t immediately answered. It is in order that we will daven again. Our
prayers give Hashem tremendous pleasure. We must not give up. Just because we don’t see
immediate success, we must nevertheless not give up. Our prayers are stored and
remembered. After Hashem didn’t listen to Avraham’s prayer, he did not give up. He knew that
his tefila would be answered and used somewhere else. This is what the younger shopper did; he
knew that if the clothing didn’t fit him, then someone else would wear it. This is the explanation
of a bank. People deposit their money in banks because they currently have too much money and
they want to save it for another time when they will need it. People also put their money in banks



because they get interest. The same idea applies regarding davening. We must store extra tefilos
in our bank. These prayers will therefore be withdrawn at the proper time.

2.
Tests

The Mishna in Avos (perek hay) relates that Avraham underwent and passed ten tests. ( 7wy
DWW POV AR DR SW 2N 70 3O 02192 AV 219w 19V 1aR 00aR 7oina mavos) (There is
a machlokes (argument) amongst the Reshonim and mefarshim (commentators) on that Mishna
as to what the exact tests were.) The Torah itself only uses the terminology and the word test
once. The pasuk states that Hashem tested Avraham (".on72x yo1 oonoxm™). (22, 1) This pasuk
was by the akadas (the binding of) Yitzchak. The question arises; why did Hashem need to test
Avraham? Since Hashem knew that he would pass the test, why did Hashem need to test him?
The Ramban (22, 1) explains the reason why people are tested. We all have free will. The
purpose of test is for the sake of the one who is being tested. Hashem, the tester, wants to see the
one being tested overcome the test. Hashem wants to bring forth the matter of that person’s
righteousness from the potential to the actual, so that he should have the reward of having a good
deed, and not only the reward of having a good heart. This is why tzaddikim get tested more than
wicked people. Wicked people will surely be unable to withstand such tests. The source of this
Ramban is a Berashis Raba (55, 2). The Medrash relates that one who makes pottery will check
which vessels are good to use. He will therefore only check the good vessels because the bad
ones are unusable. Hashem doesn’t waste time checking the broken wicked people, rather the
tzaddikim. The farmer will place his only yoke on the stronger cow, not the weaker cow. The
Eben Ezra also says that Hashem tests in order that he can give reward. The Seforno also says
that Hashem knows that Avraham loves and fears Him. Rather, the purpose of this test is to see
that Avraham is completely sincere.

| once heard from someone the following; if there were no tests in life then there would be no
reward. The Chafetz Chaim says that all of the tests that Avraham underwent helped him grow.
Yosef was also tested and prevailed. He didn’t give into being with Potiphar’s wife. He
conquered his yeitzer hara. When one passes a test, he grows. One tends to grow in ways in
which he would have never grown had he not undergone that test. Tests are for the benefit
of the one being tested as well.

Avraham could have easily second guessed Hashem’s decision. He could have easily questioned
Hashem’s choice for him to slaughter Yitzchak. Let’s relate an analogy. There was once a king
who instructed one of his servants to go to another king. He commanded ‘do not make any bets
with this other king.” When the servant reached the other king, the king told him that it is bizarre
that they would send someone like you who is a hunchback. The servant responded that he
wasn’t a hunchback. The king said I’1l bet you 5,000,000 gold coins that you are a hunchback.
The servant thought to himself that he knows that he wasn’t supposed to make any bets;
however, this one is a no brainer. It was obvious that he should make this bet and win the money.
He would make the first king very happy. So the accused hunchback made the bet. He
successfully proved that he wasn’t a hunchback. He returned to the first king thinking that the
first king would be so proud of him. The king said that he acted foolishly and ‘I told you not to
make any bets.” | made a bet for 10,000,000 gold coins with the other king that he wouldn’t be
able to get you to make a bet. Now | have a loss of 5,000,000 gold coins. Hashem knows a lot



more than us. The Zohar explains that the neshama of Yitzchak was unable to have children.
When he was almost slaughtered at the akadas Yitzchak it was like a death. He got another soul
that was able to have children. Had it not been for the akada, klal Yisroel wouldn’t have existed.

(Ohel Moshe pages 443-445)




