Re’ah 2015

1.
Is it possible to see berachos and curses?

Nachalas Tzvi page 477
“See, I present before you today a blessing and a curse.” (11, 26)
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How can one see a blessing, berachos are invisible? The sefer Maggid Mesharim explains that
just as the entire nation at Har Sinai saw the voices (kolos), which is normally impossible, so too
here they saw the blessings and the curses.

The Nachlas Tzvi answers that the word “Re’ah” (see) means understand as stated by Rashi
(Bereishis 18, 2) “He lifted his eyes and saw etc.” Hashem was saying; understand the
consequences of the blessings and curses.

2.
Building a place for the Shechina to dwell

Lekach Tov page 221

“Beware for yourself lest you bring up your burnt-offerings in any place that you see.
Rather, only in the place that Hashem will choose etc.” (12, 13-14)
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He quotes sefer Daas Chachma U’Mussar (chelek beis page 230), who asks, why is there a
specific place for the korbanos to be burnt? The answer is based on a Seforno (Shemos (25,
9)). The Jews were commanded to make a Mishkan immediately after the sin of the golden
calf. Before the sin of the golden calf, the concept of “wherever | permit My name to be
mentioned | shall come to you and bless you” (Shemos 20, 21) applied. Before the sin,
specific designated locations were unnecessary. The sin of the golden calf messed up this
world. We now need a specific place for the Shechina (divine presence) to dwell.

Based on the aforementioned information, we can derive a big principle regarding serving
Hashem. Our main task is to build a place where the Shechina of Hashem can dwell.
The Medrish Raba (Teruma 33) states that one should make one area holy because the entire
land is filled with the filth of sin. Find a clean corner and then Hashem will dwell there.
That’s the concept of a Yeshiva and a Shul. Even just waiting a little bit in a beis
medrash immeasurably elevates a person spiritually. It refuels the empty or low
spiritual batteries of a person. This is especially true during the month of Elul, which
chazal call days of favor, 17¥9 *»°. The Chaya Adam (hilchos Rosh Hashana) quotes the Tana
d’bei Eliyahu who says that Elul is a time for spiritual growth. Every moment is so precious.
Yes Hashem is everywhere, but there are specific places which are completely pure and His
presence can be felt more.




The Mishna in Avos (perek hay) relates that there are four types of people who go to the
yeshiva. One is someone who goes to the yeshiva, but doesn’t learn. Baruch Hashem he
does this. The Mishna says at least he gets reward for walking to the Yeshiva. ( n172 vaax
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WA v R 797 &9) The Gemara in Brachos (6b) says the reward for the Shiur is the
walking to the shiur! (.xvrm Xp997 XK X7°7 °27 1K) Rashi explains most people who attend
the shiur can’t repeat what they learned. Therefore the main reward is the walking to the
shiur. (12°1°2% Q1K D2 W ,AXAT W RO DI DN TWIT MWD 22801 N1NAT 10w ap Rty
709 0w 193w AT NRY 127 201 YY1 Xoa nynh) The Maharsha explains that the
Gemara is actually referring to the Maggid Shiur. Since he already knows the shiur, what
reward does he gain from it? This is precisely why he must run to the shiur! ( 2>nanx7 5™
RUT DA2W RR QPR 2917 MR 7077 9727 PYT D257 XPI9? P X 1°kT) The Mishna Berurah
(siman 93 sif katan 1) says sitting in the shul, in and of itself is a mitzvah. ( X a1 7702 202
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1%y °191) The Shulchan Aruch (siman 151 sif 1) quotes the pasuk “praiseworthy are those
who dwell in Your house.”/ 7n°2 »awy >7wx. The Aruch Hashulchan explains that this also
includes being there, not necessarily sitting.

The Gemara in Kesubos (62b-63a) relates the fundamental story with Rebbi Akiva. Rebbi
Akiva learned for 12 years uninterrupted. When he left the Yeshiva and returned to his wife,
he returned with 12,000 students. When he reached his house he heard an elderly man
talking to his wife, Rochel. The man asked Rochel ‘how long will you remain a living
widow?’ Rochel replied if it was up to me I would send him back to yeshiva for another 12
years! Immediately, Rebbi Akiva turned around and sat and learned another 12 years. 12
years later, he returned with 24,000 students. ( 7177 7°072 P00 707 12w 8295 127 X1 ¥
227525 NPIR 77 RIWTPA OR SO0 7K ,OHYM YOI TIAR VAW PNITYY AV 07 RUTPOR LK 177 0K
"HOR 90 2N T2 ON1R LRNK 0D .27 922 PIW OI0 2N 22N PR L0 ARIT TR LN2A PO
STOn70 97N 2007 ,0%0% O70T7 0K 1700 AR 20000 MIAYR D027 R 02 7Y 9 0KRPT X120 RIT00 7Y
T2 ONKR LRNNR D .27 922 PR CIW 010 07N 2907 IR 77 ,RITOAY RP MWD 0K OPINR P 10
W25 IRD YPORW IRN22OW 77 1R LTPORY RPDI X NI IN°2T VAW 570070 99K VAR PIwy

XP 177 ,PV007 770 Xpwan Xp 798 DY 17991 ,7°237 X007 02 .NH02 WO POTX VT 7 IR R0
DR DMAR ,RNNY 7727 X123 RORT TR VAW R 720 02920 S50 ,Mpaw 0 AR ,oynw 17 90nTn
77977 ORI TR 279 179K 19K 207171 91 1727 RO23T ROVIN (5K L7737 RNX ORITI OAT WOR L7020
ST RADD 00 20700 PV DY TP TPOR DY 991, R RIR 17107 MR .NNK)

The question arises; why didn’t Rebbi Akiva at least walk in the house to say hello to his
wife who he hasn’t seen for 12 years? The answer is; even walking into his house would
constitute an interruption of the learning. Rabbi Yehoshua Cohen (Kerem Yehoshua (perek
beis)) explains two sets of twelve cannot compare to 24 years of uninterrupted learning.
Typically in one’s home, a person doesn’t have the same atmosphere of learning as in the
beis medrash. Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz (Sichos Mussar page 285) explains Rebbi Akiva
knew it would be a massive interruption if he stopped to say hello. Who knows if he would
have returned to learn or who knows if he would have had the same geshmak, enthusiasm
and diligence with his learning. Even a seemingly small and brief interruption can cause a
severe spiritual descent. The Artscroll Avos page 176 quotes this story and explains that life
is like a kettle on the fire. One can heat and reheat the water countless times, but if the kettle
is removed before the water is boiled, all the heating is useless.




Thank you Yair Moshe Ausubel for typing this up.



