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Re’ah 2015 

 

1.  

Is it possible to see berachos and curses? 

 

Nachalas Tzvi page 477 

 

“See, I present before you today a blessing and a curse.” (11, 26) 

 

 "ראה אנכי נתן לפניכם היום ברכה וקללה."

 

How can one see a blessing, berachos are invisible? The sefer Maggid Mesharim explains that 

just as the entire nation at Har Sinai saw the voices (kolos), which is normally impossible, so too 

here they saw the blessings and the curses. 

The Nachlas Tzvi answers that the word “Re’ah” (see) means understand as stated by Rashi 

(Bereishis 18, 2) “He lifted his eyes and saw etc.” Hashem was saying; understand the 

consequences of the blessings and curses. 

 

2.  

Building a place for the Shechina to dwell 

 

Lekach Tov page 221  

 

“Beware for yourself lest you bring up your burnt-offerings in any place that you see. 

Rather, only in the place that Hashem will choose etc.” (12, 13-14) 

 

  "השמר לך פן תעלה עלתיך בכל מקום אשר תראה. כי אם במקום אשר יבחר ה' וכו."

 

He quotes sefer Daas Chachma U’Mussar (chelek beis page 230), who asks, why is there a 

specific place for the korbanos to be burnt? The answer is based on a Seforno (Shemos (25, 

9)). The Jews were commanded to make a Mishkan immediately after the sin of the golden 

calf. Before the sin of the golden calf, the concept of “wherever I permit My name to be 

mentioned I shall come to you and bless you” (Shemos 20, 21) applied. Before the sin, 

specific designated locations were unnecessary. The sin of the golden calf messed up this 

world. We now need a specific place for the Shechina (divine presence) to dwell.  

Based on the aforementioned information, we can derive a big principle regarding serving 

Hashem. Our main task is to build a place where the Shechina of Hashem can dwell. 

The Medrish Raba (Teruma 33) states that one should make one area holy because the entire 

land is filled with the filth of sin. Find a clean corner and then Hashem will dwell there. 

That’s the concept of a Yeshiva and a Shul. Even just waiting a little bit in a beis 

medrash immeasurably elevates a person spiritually. It refuels the empty or low 

spiritual batteries of a person. This is especially true during the month of Elul, which 

chazal call days of favor, ימי רצון. The Chaya Adam (hilchos Rosh Hashana) quotes the Tana 

d’bei Eliyahu who says that Elul is a time for spiritual growth. Every moment is so precious. 

Yes Hashem is everywhere, but there are specific places which are completely pure and His 

presence can be felt more.  
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The Mishna in Avos (perek hay) relates that there are four types of people who go to the 

yeshiva. One is someone who goes to the yeshiva, but doesn’t learn. Baruch Hashem he 

does this. The Mishna says at least he gets reward for walking to the Yeshiva. ( ארבע מדות

ואינו הולך שכר מעשה בידו הולך ועושה חסיד בהולכי לבית המדרש הולך ואינו עושה שכר הליכה בידו עושה 

.לא הולך ולא עושה רשע ) The Gemara in Brachos (6b) says the reward for the Shiur is the 

walking to the shiur! ( .רהטא אמר רבי זירא אגרא דפרקא ) Rashi explains most people who attend 

the shiur can’t repeat what they learned. Therefore the main reward is the walking to the 

shiur. ( היא שכר המרוצה, שהרי רובם אינם מבינים  בריות הרצים לשמוע דרשה מפי חכםעיקר קבול שכר ה

.להעמיד גרסא ולומר שמועה מפי רבן לאחר זמן שיקבלו שכר למוד ) The Maharsha explains that the 

Gemara is actually referring to the Maggid Shiur. Since he already knows the shiur, what 

reward does he gain from it? This is precisely why he must run to the shiur! ( עי"ל דאחכמים

.אגרא שלהם ריהטא קוםמכל דאינן צריכין לפרקא דכבר יודעין דברי הלכה קאמר דמ ) The Mishna Berurah 

(siman 93 sif katan 1) says sitting in the shul, in and of itself is a mitzvah. ( כתב בסדר היום אם

הוא מצוה  נסתכהית טעמו גם כי הישיבה בב םשין טוב לו עי נסתכהית יכול להתעכב עד שלא ישאר עשרה בב

.בפני עצמה ) The Shulchan Aruch (siman 151 sif 1) quotes the pasuk “praiseworthy are those 

who dwell in Your house.”/ אשרי יושבי ביתך. The Aruch Hashulchan explains that this also 

includes being there, not necessarily sitting.   

 

The Gemara in Kesubos (62b-63a) relates the fundamental story with Rebbi Akiva. Rebbi 

Akiva learned for 12 years uninterrupted. When he left the Yeshiva and returned to his wife, 

he returned with 12,000 students. When he reached his house he heard an elderly man 

talking to his wife, Rochel. The man asked Rochel ‘how long will you remain a living 

widow?’ Rochel replied if it was up to me I would send him back to yeshiva for another 12 

years! Immediately, Rebbi Akiva turned around and sat and learned another 12 years. 12 

years later, he returned with 24,000 students. ( דהוה  ר"ע רעיא דבן כלבא שבוע הוה, חזיתיה ברתיה

לך אזלת לבי רב? צניע ומעלי, אמרה ליה: אי מקדשנא אמר לה: אין. איקדשא ליה בצינעה ושדרתיה. שמע אבוה  

אפקה מביתיה, אדרה הנאה מנכסיה. אזיל יתיב תרי סרי שנין בבי רב. כי אתא, אייתי בהדיה תרי סרי אלפי 

חיים? אמרה ליה: אי לדידי ציית, יתיב תרי שמעיה לההוא סבא דקאמר לה: עד כמה קא מדברת אלמנות  תלמידי.

סרי שני אחריני. אמר: ברשות קא עבידנא, הדר אזיל ויתיב תרי סרי שני אחריני בבי רב. כי אתא, אייתי בהדיה 

עשרין וארבעה אלפי תלמידי. שמעה דביתהו הות קא נפקא לאפיה, אמרו לה שיבבתא: שאילי מאני לבוש 

ק נפש בהמתו. כי מטיא לגביה, נפלה על אפה קא מנשקא ליה לכרעיה, הוו קא ואיכסאי, אמרה להו: יודע צדי

מדחפי לה שמעיה, אמר להו: שבקוה, שלי ושלכם שלה הוא. שמע אבוה דאתא גברא רבה למתא, אמר: איזיל 

לגביה, אפשר דמפר נדראי. אתא לגביה, א"ל: אדעתא דגברא רבה מי נדרת? א"ל: אפילו פרק אחד ואפי' הלכה 

.ת. אמר ליה: אנא הוא, נפל על אפיה ונשקיה על כרעיה, ויהיב ליה פלגא ממוניהאח ) 

The question arises; why didn’t Rebbi Akiva at least walk in the house to say hello to his 

wife who he hasn’t seen for 12 years? The answer is; even walking into his house would 

constitute an interruption of the learning. Rabbi Yehoshua Cohen (Kerem Yehoshua (perek 

beis)) explains two sets of twelve cannot compare to 24 years of uninterrupted learning. 

Typically in one’s home, a person doesn’t have the same atmosphere of learning as in the 

beis medrash. Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz (Sichos Mussar page 285) explains Rebbi Akiva 

knew it would be a massive interruption if he stopped to say hello. Who knows if he would 

have returned to learn or who knows if he would have had the same geshmak, enthusiasm 

and diligence with his learning. Even a seemingly small and brief interruption can cause a 

severe spiritual descent. The Artscroll Avos page 176 quotes this story and explains that life 

is like a kettle on the fire. One can heat and reheat the water countless times, but if the kettle 

is removed before the water is boiled, all the heating is useless.  
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Thank you Yair Moshe Ausubel for typing this up. 

 


