Ki Seitzei 2016

1.
Marriage is a communal matter

Emes Leyaakov pages 509-510

“A mamzer (someone born of a union between a man and a woman whose marriage could never
be valid, such as a union between a brother and a sister or other such forms of incest) shall not
enter the congregation of Hashem; even his tenth generation shall not enter the congregation of
Hashem.” (23, 3)
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Why are there so many halachos pertaining to marriage located specifically in sefer Devarim?
The truth is that the primary focus of sefer Devarim is kingly and communal matters. Once
Moshe knew that he wouldn’t be entering Israel, he decided to review and reteach all of the
applicable halachos relevant to their entre to Israel, to the Jewish nation. This was done in order
that they will properly conduct themselves when they enter into Israel. That being said, why are
the halachos pertaining to marriage, such as halachos of a mamzer, gettin, yivum and others of
similar sort written in sefer Devarim? Seemingly it would be more fitting if these halachos were
located in sefer Vayikra adjacent to the halachos pertaining to illicit relations? Marriage isn’t just
a specific related matter. Marriage isn’t an individual experience and concept that is exclusively
applicable to the chason and kala. Marriage doesn’t merely involve the chason and kala and
their immediate families. Rather, marriage is applicable to and affects the entire Jewish
nation. Through marriage the chason and kala become more a part of the Jewish nation.
Therefore, all of the halachos pertaining to marriage, such as, who is allowed to marry who,
when it is permissible to get married, and other similar halachos which are seemingly individual
matters, are in fact communal related. The halachos are therefore placed in sefer Devarim which
deals with communal matters. This is the reason why if there is a chason in Shul, the entire
minyan is exempt from saying tachnun. This Halacha is unique and an exception. A mourner
who is in Shul doesn’t exempt the entire minyan from saying tachnun. What is the reason for this
exception? As mentioned above, the simcha (happiness) of this marriage isn’t just a simcha for
the chason, rather it is a simcha for the entire Jewish nation. The Halacha states that all who are
present therefore do not recite tachnun. This could be the reason behind the custom of having
sheva berachos specifically in a Shul, even though technically sheva berachos should only be
said in the house of the chason; in order to allude to this concept that the simcha is a communal
simcha. The Shul which is a communal place symbolizes this message.

This point is also elaborated upon in parshas Shoftim (17, 18). The Torah instructs kings to
constantly have two sefera Torah’s with them. It is appropriate for the halachos of kings to be
located in Sefer Devarim since as mentioned above communal halachos are related in sefer
Devarim. The reason why the king must have two sefera Torah’s with him is the following; one
sefer Torah is designated to deal with individual halachos and the other sefer Torah is designated
to deal with the halachos pertaining to the community. This is precisely why the Torah instructs
the king to have a sefer with him his entire life; it is in order that he will learn and review the
relevant communal halachos pertaining to his kingdom.

There is a story of a shochet (slaughterer) who would review the first three perakim of mesechas
Chulin with the Rif, Rosh. He would also review the Tur and Beis Yosef that deal with the



halachos pertaining to shechita (kosher slaughtering) every six months. Someone asked him why
he felt the need to review these halachos so often, after the fact that he was an experienced and
well-seasoned shochet. He responded that the pasuk in Tehilim (1, 2) states “But his desire is in
the Torah of Hashem, and in his Torah he meditates day and night.” Meaning, I have the desire
to learn the entire Torah, “in his Torah he meditates day and night”, meaning, the Torah that is
relevant to me right now [ must constantly learn. This shochet didn’t want to forget any of the
previous Torah that he learnt.

Areas of Torah that are very relevant we must constantly review and be reminded about. This is
the idea behind mussar. The Ramchal writes in the beginning of his Mesilas Yesharim that he
isn’t writing chiddushim; rather he is telling us what we already know. But we must nevertheless
constantly review that information.

2.

War against the yeitzer hara

“When you will go out to war against your enemies, and Hashem, your God, will deliver him
into your hand, and you will capture his captivity.” (21, 10)
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The simple interpretation of this pasuk is referring to an actual physical war. However, the Ohr
Hachaim (20, 1) says that perhaps the pasuk is referring to a spiritual war against our yeitzer
haras. The pasuk is saying that when you wage war against the yeitzer you need to be careful.
The Chofetz Chaim (al HaTorah pages 269-270) says our biggest and most dangerous enemy,
is our yeitzer hara. We must constantly wage war against our yeitzer hara. The Gemara in
Berachos (5a) says one should always wage war against his yeitzer hara. This is analogous to
two partners, one of whom is a known thief. The straight partner will admonish the thief, even
though he knows he won’t give the money back. The reason he will rebuke the thief is as
follows; maybe the rebuke will prevent the thief from stealing in the future. However, there is
another type of thief. He is cunning, tricks his partner and steals without him realizing it.
Regarding this type of thief, his partner needs to be especially careful. This is the yeitzer hara.
The yeitzer is cunning, powerful, and insidious. The yeitzer tries to prevent us from learning
Torah and performing mitzvos. Someone who is smart needs to constantly wage war against his
yeitzer hara. Even though we can’t change the past and our past sins, nevertheless, we can
change the future, similar to the aforementioned story, where he will not get back what was
stolen, but he will prevent potential future theft from occurring. The yeitzer says don’t do this
mitzvah and don’t worry about every detail, while really he is trying to trick and destroy our
souls. In order to protect ourselves, we need to constantly learn Torah in order that its
merit will protect and save us from the yeitzer. The Medrish Raba (parshas Naso) says
Hashem will remove the yeitzer from someone who toils in Torah. Hashem will deliver the
yeitzer into the hand of someone who toils in Torah, as our pasuk says “when you will go out to
war against your enemies, and Hashem, your God, will deliver him into your hand.”

Similarly, Rav Shimshon Pincus (Tiferes Shimshon page 239) elaborates and says many times
people want to change in a positive way. For example, spend more time learning, improving
davening, change friends for the better, have more kedusha (holiness), and have more modesty.



However it is a difficult process and it is a long war. The first step is to go out to war. If we try,
Hashem will give us siyata d’shmaiya (heavenly assistance). The Gemara in Shabbos (104a) says
someone who goes to purify himself, will be given siyata dishmaya. This is more impressive and
difficult than someone going out to an actual physical war. How do we know that this is true?
The Ohr Gedalyahu (page 201) quotes the Mishna in Avos (perek daled) that says who is
considered strong? One who conquers his yeitzer hara. We must realize that the war is constant
and only ends when we die. If we are lax with this battle, then the yeitzer hara will overpower us.
Rashi comments that this pasuk is referring to an optional war. The Ohr Gedalyahu explains that
the main battle against our yeitzer hara is with optional matters. The main weapon we should use
for waging war against our yeitzer is learning! The Gemara in Kidushin (30b) compares the
Torah to medicine. Just as we need to go to doctors for physical purposes, so too, we need to go
to spiritual doctors, Rabbis, for spiritual purposes! One who has an open wound or an open cut,
needs to cover it to make sure it doesn’t get infected. So too, learning Torah will defend and
protect us against the wounds of the yeitzer. Learning is the cream and band aid that will enable
all of our spiritual wounds to heal. Hashem says | created the yeitzer and | created the antidote.
One who learns won’t be handed over to the yeitzer hara. However, one who doesn’t learn will
be handed over to the yeitzer hara!

The Rambam (end of hilchos esuray beya) recommends focusing on learning and acquiring a lot
of wisdom. The reason for this is; lewd thoughts are prevalent amongst one who is empty of
Torah. The Hagos Mamonios quotes the Gemara in Kidushin (30b) that says if a person meets
his yeitzer he needs to drag him to the Yeshiva. Also, if you are trying to help a friend, just bring
him to the Yeshiva!!

The Nachalas Tzvi (page 496) explains that the pasuk must be referring to an optional war. The
reason for this is if the pasuk was referring to an obligatory war, then no one would be able to
remain alive. The Mishna in Avos says everyone has free will and can choose his own path,
whether to be righteous or not. Permission is given to become a tzaddik. Waging war against our
yeitzer hara is optional. We have the option of choosing good or bad. Out test is to wage war
against the yeitzer hara and choose good.

Lastly, Yalkut Lekach Tov (pages 44-45) quotes the sefer Moach Belev (page 18) who says that
Rav chaim Shmuelevitz would guote the Berashis Raba (22, 12) that relates a story of a dog in
the marketplace. The dog would crouch and wait by the entrance of the bakery and would
pretend it was sleeping, but really the dog was staring at the trays of food. The dog, or the
yeitzer, just wanted a little cake, but the baker was never going to allow this. As soon as the
baker was distracted the dog ran in and grabbed the cake. So too the yeitzer, is sitting waiting
for us to get distracted. The yeitzer is waiting for the opportune moment when we will be
most unaware and vulnerable. The Gemara in Shabbas (105b) relates one of the sly tactics of
the yeitzer hara. The yeitzer knows that we would never transgress a major sin. Therefore,
the yeitzer says transgress this minor sin. Eventually he causes his victim to transgress a
major sin. One sin leads to another sin as stated in Avos (perek daled). Someone who is smart
will be very cautious not to allow the yeitzer to cause him to transgress even a minor sin. The
Chovos Halevavos says even when we sleep; the yeitzer is wide awake and eagerly waiting to
attack us.




There was an individual who came into someone’s house and asked to rent a coat rack. The
owner refused. However, he finally acquiesced due to the constant verbal pressure. The
individual started using the coatrack constantly. In the winter the heat from the house would exit,
due to the door being opened constantly from using the coat rack. In the summer the cold air
would leave the house. Many bugs would also enter the house. Then the owner finally said to
him ‘just take the whole front room for your use.” Eventually, the man took over the entire house
room by room. The original owner was left on the street with nothing. This is precisely what the
yeitzer hara does. He starts off small until he forces us out of our spiritual home.

Thank you Yair Moshe Ausubel for typing this up.



