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Tazria 2014 

 

1. 

Why does the Torah repeat discussing mila? 

 

Nachlas Tzvi page 280 

 

“On the eighth day, the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised.” (12, 3) 

 

לָתֽוֹ" ר עָרְּׁ שַַׂ֥ וֹל בְּׁ י ימִּ֖ מִינִִ֑ וֹם הַשְּׁ ".וּבַיּ֖  

 

Why is the Torah currently discussing mila, after the fact that mila is already discussed in 

parshas Lech Lecha (17, 12)? Why the repetition?  

The Gemara in Nidah (31) relates that the talmidim (students) asked Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai 

why the Torah requires that mila should be performed specifically on the eighth day? He 

answered that if the mila would be performed prior to the eighth day then all the attendees at the 

bris will be very happy, whereas the parents wouldn’t since they are prohibited to be together. 

(As stated in beginning of parshas Tazria, a woman after birth is impure for seven days.) Since 

the parents would be in a state of sorrow, therefore the Torah ruled that the bris would be 

performed on the eighth day in order that the parents will also be happy. This is why the Torah 

repeated mila; in order to reinforce this reason as to why the mila is on the eighth day. This is 

also why the Torah repeats and mentions the milah commandment after the laws of an impure 

woman.   

 

According to this explanation the following question arises; why can’t the mila be performed on 

the ninth day? The mila is on the eighth day in order that we will perform the mila as soon as 

possible. As stated in Pesachim (4a) we want to act quickly in regards to performing mitzvos 

   .(זריזין מקדימין למצות)

 

2. 

Mila, why were we born incomplete? 

 

a) Why is the bris performed specifically on the male organ? b) Why are the Jewish people 

particularly commanded to perform mila? c) Why did Hashem create us incomplete? The 

Chinuch (mitzvah beis) explains that the mila is a permanent sign on our bodies which 

distinguishes us from the other nations, just as we are set apart from them in the form of 

our souls (spiritually) etc. This distinction is affixed on the male organ because that organ is the 

source of perpetuation etc. Hashem created us physically incomplete and imperfect in order 

to indicate that just as the completeness of the form of our body is accomplished by man, so 

too, it is within our abilities and indeed, is our duty to perfect the form of our souls by 

refining our deeds. (This explanation is based on Medrash Tanchuma 5.)’ ( משרשי מצוה זו, לפי שרצה

השם יתברך לקבוע בעם אשר הבדיל להיות נקרא על שמו אות קבוע בגופם, להבדילם משאר העמים בצורת גופם כמו שהם 

תם, אשר מוצאם ומובאם איננו שוה, ונקבע ההבדל בגולת הזהב לפי שהוא סיבה לקיום המין, מלבד מובדלים מהם בצורת נפשו

שיש בו תשלום צורת הגוף, כמו שאמרנו. והעם הנבחר חפץ השם יתברך להשלים תכונתו, ורצה להיות ההשלמה על ידי האדם, 

ן בידו להשלים צורת נפשו בהכשר פעולותיוולא בראו שלם מבטן, לרמוז אליו כי כאשר תשלום צורת גופו על ידו, כ .) 

Similarly, the Maharal (Tiferes Yisrael perek 2) explains that seven is within nature. For 

example, the world was created in seven days. Therefore eight is above nature. The Torah is 
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above nature. This is why the mila is on the eighth day and we were born incomplete; the nature 

is that we are born with foreskin, a low form of nature. The mila fixes and enhances this nature. 

We elevate the physical nature into something spiritual.   

 

The Rambam (Moreh Nevuchim 3:49) offers an additional answer as to why we were completed 

incomplete. The removal of the foreskin lessens the desire for physical gratification. Mila 

thus represents the potential within every Jew to dominate his physical desires and direct 

them toward the purpose which Hashem intended. ( .למעט המשגל ולהחליש זה האבר כפי היכולת ) 


