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1.
Never give up

Nachlas Tzvi page 445
“Let me now cross and see the good land that is on the other side of the Jordan.” (3, 25)
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Since Moshe asked to cross the Jordan River into Israel, why did he additionally request to see
Israel? Moshe was concerned that if he merely requested to cross, then Hashem would grant his
request but only after Moshe passed away. Meaning, Moshe would be buried in Israel. Moshe
wanted to enter Israel when he was alive. Therefore, he additionally pleaded and specified to
“see the good land.”

We can derive an important lesson from this episode. Moshe never gave up. We need to do the
same as well. We should strive to the best of our abilities with the endeavors that we undertake.
Even if something looks imposable, nevertheless we shouldn’t give up. The Gemara in Berachos
(10a) relates that even if a double edged sword is placed on a person’s neck, nevertheless he
shouldn’t refrain from praying. (.07m77 12 WXV ¥I1° DR QTR 2w 1IN ¥ DRI 770 270 12°0K)

2.
Chazara

Penenim Meshulchan Hagra (al Hatorah page 310-311)

“You shall teach them thoroughly to your children and you shall speak to them etc.” (6, 7)
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The Gemara in mesechas Pesachim (50a) states that praiseworthy is one who comes to here/1x2%
(heaven) and his learning is in his hand. The Gra explains this Gemara based on another Gemara.
The Gemara in Chagigah (9b) states that one who reviews his learning 100 times cannot be
compared to one who does so 101 times. (.71 81 P9 ANWH 27D IRM 1PID AW 77 1K) The
Gra explains that the gematria of 1857 is 101. One of the logical reasons for this is as follows;
when one reviews 101 times, he will most likely be automatically motivated to learn new
material and review more. Conversely when one reviews 100 times, he might think and
incorrectly conclude that this is a good place to stop. He might say to himself I do not need to
learn any more since | already learned so much and 100 is a nice round numbed to stop at. The
Marsha (Bava Basra (10b)) explains that the Gemara uses the expression ‘his learning is in his
hands.” The reason for this is as follows; the main learning is dependent on the hand, aka writing.
This is why Torah scholars are called soferim (scribes). ( X7 2w7 12 AWYIRY 720 Py 23 W95 W
.0°7910 D°A317 IRIPI 12 O WK T N2°Non X2 Tn°7n) The Mishna in Avos (perek alef) states
acquire for yourself a friend. (.nan 72 73p7) The word 73 can mean acquire. It can also mean pen.
A pen/writing instrument must be our friend. The Stiepler says that when one writes it’s as if he



reviewed that material four times. The reason for this is writing engraves the material into the
writers mind. It is more effective than merely reading. Another approach and reason for this
discrepancy regarding one who reviews his learning 100 times verses one who reviews his
learning 101 times explains the Kli Yakar (Devarim (4, 9)) is the following; the gematria (the
numerical value) of now is 328, while the gematria of 731 is 227. 328 - 227 = 101. The difference
between remembering and forgetting is reviewing 101 times. ( X371 a2 99> ™77 MWwy? “Hwn M
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Another reason is as follows; the Ein Yaakov explains that the Gematria of Michael (7x3°») is
101. Michael is the good angel and the ‘officer of the Torah’ (7707 w). It is only due to
Michael that we are able to learn properly and retain this Torah knowledge. Dissimilarly the
Gematria (the numerical value) of the bad angel som (oo) is 100. Som causes us to forget our
learning. Based on the aforementioned information we can easily understand the Gemara. When
one reviews his learning 101 times he causes (whether he realizes it consciously or
subconsciously) Michael to overcome and override the negative influences of Som.

The Gemara relates (Megilah (7b) and other places) that different Rabbis reviewed their learning
forty times and it was then as if that learning was placed in their pockets. (11727 1°v29K 7°°% Xin
J7°0°02 nanT 1o 12 ) Why does the Gemara use the expression “as if in his pocket?” Why not
say ‘in a box’ or ‘in a safe’, where it would be even better guarded? The Gra answers this
question based on another Gemara. The Gemara in Baba Metzia (21b) quotes Rabbi Nachman
who says that ‘a man checks his pockets all the time.” ( 32 10°32 wnwn? WY QTR MART ,PI¥® °2277)
W nyw) People are constantly making sure that they didn’t lose their money. Even after one
reviews his learning forty times; he still must review his learning, just as one constantly checks
his pockets. A box differs in this regard because it is well guarded. Rabbi Yehoshua Cohen
(Kerem Yehoshua page perek beis) explains that if the Amoraim (Rabbis in the time of the
Gemara), even after forty reviews, considered their learning only ‘as if in their pocket’ but not as
in a box — what can we say about our reviewing? We must review even more.




