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Shoftim 2016 

 

1.  

Kings and humility 

 

“It shall be that when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, he shall write for himself two 

copies of this Torah in a book etc. It shall be with him, and he shall read from it all the days 

of his life, so that he will learn to fear Hashem, his God, to observe all the words of this  

Torah and these decrees, to perform them, so that his heart does not become haughty over 

his brethren and not turn from the commandment right or left, so that he will prolong years 

over his kingdom, he and his sons amid Israel.” (17, 18-20) 

 

והיתה עמו וקרא  .והיה כשבתו על כסא ממלכתו וכתב לו את משנה התורה הזאת על ספר מלפני הכהנים הלוים"

 בו כל ימי חייו למען ילמד ליראה את יקוק אלהיו לשמר את כל דברי התורה הזאת ואת החקים האלה לעשתם

ען יאריך ימים על ממלכתו הוא ובניו בקרב לבלתי רום לבבו מאחיו ולבלתי סור מן המצוה ימין ושמאול למ

."ישראל  
 

The Ramban (17, 20) learns from this pasuk that there is a Torah prohibition for a king to 

have arrogance. All the more so others are prohibited to have haughtiness. If the Torah 

is warning a king who it is „fitting‟ to be haughty, to have humility, all the more so others 

must have humility. Arrogance is something which is despicable in Hashem‟s Eyes, even 

for a king. According to the Ramban arrogance is one of the 613 mitzvos. Haughtiness is a 

negative commandment that we must stay away from. ( רמז בכאן בתורה איסור הגאות, כי הכתוב

ימנע את המלך מגאות ורוממות הלב, וכל שכן האחרים שאינן ראויים לכך, כי בראוי להתרומם ולהתגדל יזהירנו 

, כי לה' לבדו להיות לבבו שפל ככל אחיו הקטנים ממנו. כי הגאוה מדה מגונה ונמאסת אצל האלהים אפילו במלך

הגדולה והרוממות, ולו לבדו התהלה ובו יתהלל האדם. כענין המבואר על יד המלך שלמה )משלי טז ה( תועבת 

 ('השם כל גבה לב, וכתיב )ירמיה ט כג( כי אם בזאת יתהלל המתהלל השכל וידוע אותי וגו

 

The Sifsei Chaim in (middos veavodas Hashem chelek aleph page 108) explicitly 

enumerates arrogance as one of the middos that is a full-fledged Torah prohibition! Rav 

Chaim Vital (Shaarei Kedusha (chelek aleph, shar beis)), asks why are many of the middos 

not enumerated amongst the 613 mitzvos in the Torah? The middos are the foundation of 

the Torah and don‟t need to be listed. The Vayikra Raba (9, 3) states proper etiquette 

precedes the Torah/דרך ארץ קדמה לתורה. Proper middos precede the Torah. The Sifsei Chaim 

says however, arrogance is so problematic that it is listed as an explicate Torah prohibition! 

 

The Yalkut David (page 354) explains that kings have two Sifrei Torah because of their 

great stature. The greater a person is, the more he needs to be careful to constantly carry the 

Torah with him. One of the main reasons why the Torah must always be with him is in 

order that he will be humble. The Gemara in Brachos (34b) says that in order for a king to 

humble himself, when he bows during davening he remains in a bow like position and 

doesn‟t straighten up! The reason for this Halacha as previously explained is since he is the 

most fitting to have haughtiness, therefore he must be warned the most to be humble. He 

must also do actions that will cause him to be humble. 
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2.  

Do not leave the Torah 

 

Rashi writes that one Torah is constantly with him and one Torah is stored. Regarding the 

Torah that is constantly with him, explains the Daas Zekanim, it‟s not an actual sefer Torah; 

rather it‟s the ten commandments. From the word אנכי to לרעך there are 613 letters which 

correspond to the 613 mitzvos.  

 

Many Reshonim enumerate this mitzvah for a king to always have a Torah with him as one 

of the 613 positive mitzvos. For example, the Rambam (sefer Hamitzvos) lists this as a 

mitzvas asei (positive commandment) (asei 17). Similarly, the Smag (siman 25) and the 

Chinuch (mitzvah 503) list this as a positive mitzvah as well. The Chinuch is bothered by 

the deeper importance for a king to always have a Torah with him. The Chinuch answers 

that a king can do whatever he wants and no-one will rebuke him. The king with his 

mouth can besiege a city and take captives. He can essentially do anything; he has a lot 

of power. Therefore kings need a lot of warning and reminders to do the right thing. 

He can’t let his yeitzer hara and emotions cloud proper judgement. ( לפי שהמלך ברשות

עצמו לא יעציבהו אדם על מעשיו ולא יגער בו, ובשבט פיו יכה ארצו וברוח שפתיו ימית מי שירצה בכל עמו, על 

.כן באמת צריך שמירה גדולה וזכרון טוב יעמוד נגדו יביט אליו תמיד למען יכבוש את יצרו ויטה לבו אל יוצרו ) 

The Gemara Sanhedrin (21) says even when the king goes to war or judges a court case or 

sits to eat, the Torah must always be with him! (How could the Gemara say that when a 

king goes to judge he needs to keeps the Torah with him; a king isn‟t a judge and isn‟t 

allowed to judge? The Tosefos Yom Tov (Sanhedrin 2, 2) says there are a few cases that he 

is allowed to judge. Such as cases pertaining to the kingdom.) The exception to this is when 

he goes to a restroom, bathhouse or another place that isn‟t fitting. 

 

The Rambam elaborates (in hilchos melachim (3, 1)) on various halachos pertaining to 

kings.  

The Gemara in Sanhedrin (21b) says a king makes the Torah like an amulet and puts it on 

his arm as the pasuk in Tehilim (16, 8) says “I have set Hashem before me always.” ( אותה

שיוצאה ונכנסת עמו )עושה אותה כמין קמיע, ותולה בזרועו, שנאמר "שויתי ה' לנגדי תמיד כי מימיני בל 

אמוט"(, אינו נכנס בה לא לבית המרחץ ולא לבית הכסא, שנאמר "והיתה עמו וקרא בו" מקום הראוי לקראת 

 (בו.

The question arises; why didn‟t the Rambam relate the Halacha that a king should always 

keep the Torah on his arm? The Radbaz explains it is actually included in what the Rambam 

says. The main point of placing the Torah on his arm is in order to never have היסח הדעת 

(diversion of the mind) from the Torah. That is included in what the Rambam says to 

always keep the Torah with him! Additionally, the Mishras Moshe quotes the Maharshal 

who actually erases this גירסא (text) from the Gemara and also explains it is included in 

what the Rambam says.  

 

The Minchas Chinuch (mitzvah 503) quotes the Rambam who says that the Torah doesn‟t 

need to be with the king at night and when he sleeps. Even if the king is sleeping during the 

day the Torah doesn‟t need to be with him. The Ohr Hachaim (siman 21) quotes the Magen 

Avraham who quotes the Arizal who says that men should sleep with their tzitzis on. This 

Halacha is derived from Dovid Hamelech who was in pain when he went into the bathhouse 
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and didn‟t have any mitzvos with him. The question is what mitzvah did he have with him 

at night while sleeping? It must be he was sleeping with his tzitzis on!  

The Magen Avraham (siman 21 sif katan beis) quotes the Beis Yosef who says he never saw 

anyone who was stringent as the Arizal. The Magen Avraham says that sleeping with tzitzis 

on is based on kabalistic sources. We could logically say that at night Dovid had a mezuzah 

on the doorpost of the room he slept in. Conversely, in the bathhouse there was no mezuzah. 

The Minchas Chinuch quotes the Shaarei Teshuva (siman 21 sif katan 4) who quotes the 

Kuntres Mispad Rav who says that Dovid had a sefer Torah with him while he was 

sleeping! Dissimilarly, he was unable to bring the safer Torah with him into the bathhouse. 

 

We see from the aforementioned information that a king has to always have the Torah with 

him except for a few exceptional cases. How can we apply this to our lives? The Gemara in 

Gittin (62) relates that the Rabanan are called kings. Furthermore, the Gemara in Shabbos (67a, 

128a) says all Jews are called kings! Rav Shimshon Pincus (Tiferes Shimshon pages 219-220) 

says we need to take our Sefer Torah with us wherever we go. This means we need to take 

the Gemara and Sefarim with us, and learn them, every place we go! We need to be tied 

and attached to learning Torah wherever we are! We can never have היסח הדעת from the 

Torah. We need to learn from it our entire lives and seek its instruction always! There are 

many times throughout the day when we have a few spare minutes that can be utilized for 

learning Torah! Even if you think you won‟t have time to learn from it, bring the sefer anyways! 

Someone who goes and learns in yeshiva is commendable and praiseworthy. But someone who 

brings the yeshiva wherever he goes is even greater! ( עלינו לקחת אתנו את 'ספר התורה' את הגמרא אותה

אנו לומדים את המסכת עמה אנו מקושרים לכל מקום. לא להיפרד ממנה ולא להסיח את הדעת ממנה והיתה עמו וקרא 

בו כל ימי חייו! לקחת אתנו לכל מקום שאנו הולכים את הגמרא ביד אם זה לקופת חולים או למכולת... ותמיד תמיד 

.את הגמרא אותה אנו לומדים גם אם ברור לנו שלא נוכל ללמוד בה! אולי בכל זאת יזדמן לנו לעיין בה להחזיק ביד ) 

 

The pasuk in Shemos states “Make for me a Mikdash and my presence will dwell within it.” (25, 

 Many meforshim (commentators) are bothered by the plurality of "ועשו לי מקדש ושכנתי בתוכם." (8

the word “within it” ( "בתוכם" )? The pasuk should be in the singular tense, since there is only one 

Mikdash? The Or Hachaim Hakadosh explains that the place that an individual sanctifies as a 

holy place for the presence of Hashem has to be amongst the Jews. The Elshach Hakadosh 

similarly explains that the pasuk isn’t merely referring to a physical Mikdash; rather, every 

person must create and make an individual Mikdash within himself. Meaning, even if we 

are not in a holy environment such as a Beis Medrash or shul, we must still strive to make 

that environment holy.  
The Artscroll on safer Shmuel (alef perik gimal pasuk gimel, page 25) quotes the Avnay Nazir, 

who says, ‘a person is truly in the place where his mind and heart are. Someone, whose 

thoughts are in holiness, is in a holy place even though his body is elsewhere.’ Meaning that 

we can be in an unholy place such as waiting for a train at the train station, but if we are learning 

from a sefer then, then it is as if we are in a holy place. 

Similarly Rav Shach zasa”l (Rav Shach speaks pages 166-167) says „in my opinion, if a Jew is 

immersed in Torah study, then wherever he is, it‟s as if he is in Israel.‟ We could accomplish a 

great amount if we utilize our time properly. For example, if we are in the waiting room for the 

doctor, or if we are waiting on line at a certain store or when waiting on line for a meal, it would 

behoove us to learn from a small safer then. In the middle of nowhere we can build our own 

Mikdash. 
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A rose and Esrog are surrounded by thorns. Even so they are able to beautifully and successfully 

blossom. Rashi explains (Shir HaShirim (2, 2)), so too, even if we are compelled to be in an 

unconducive environment, we must strive to grow beautifully. We must build that Mikdash 

within us. 

 

The Yerushalmi in Sanhedrin (perek beis Halacha vav) relates that when a king goes to war 

he needs to bring the Torah with him. The Yerushalmi deduces that a king who is 

constantly busy with the necessities of the Jewish people is obligated to constantly have 

the Torah with him; surely others who aren’t involved with the responsibilities of the 

Jewish people should certainly bring the Torah wherever they go! ( ומה אם מלך ישראל

 The pasuk in (שהיה עסוק בצרכי ישראל נאמר בו "וקרא בו כל ימי חייו" ההדיוט על אחת כמה וכמה.

Yehoshua (1, 8) states “you should contemplate it day and night.” "והגית בו יומם ולילה". If 

Yehoshua, who was involved with capturing the land and the burden of leading the Jewish 

people, and Hashem still nevertheless commanded him to learn day and night, surely all of 

us who aren‟t involved with this should constantly be involved with learning! ( והלא דברים ק"ו

 (ומה אם יהושע שעוסק בצורכי ישראל נאמר בו והגית בו יומם ולילה הדיוט לא כל שכן. 

 

The concept of bringing sefarim wherever we go is very important for ourselves and 

others. If other people see us with a sefer learning on the road it will be a tremendous 

kiddush Hashem!! If a person for whatever reason is unable to carry a sefer with him, 

he can still carry index cards or a pocket sefer with him so he can still be involved with 

Torah wherever he goes! With these brief notes one will be reminded of his learning 

and he will be attached to the Torah! There are certain times when it is impossible to 

learn from a sefer, but he can still listen to a shiur. This is the fundamental lesson we 

could learn from a king, not to have any diversion of the mind and to be constantly 

attached to the Torah! 

 

Thank you Yair Moshe Ausubel for typing this up. 

 

 


