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Vayikra 2015 

 

1.  

Accountability 

 

Nachlas Tzvi page 262 

 

“He called to Moses, and Hashem spoke to him from the tent of the meeting saying.” (1, 11)   

 

The Medrash states that Rebbi Eliezer says that even though the Torah was given to the Jews at Sinai 

they were not punished until the Torah was repeated again at the ‘tent of meeting.’ (אהל מועד) 

The question on this Medrash is; the Jews were punished for the sin of the golden calf which occurred, 

before the ‘tent of the meeting’? The Gemara in Makkos )23b) states that ‘the gematria (numerical 

value) of Torah (תורה) is 611, the first two mitzvos of “I am Hashem, your God, Who has taken you out 

of the land of Egypt, etc.” and “You should not have other gods in My presence, etc.” were heard 

directly from God.’ These mitzvos essentially represent and try to make us realize the essence of 

Hashem. Therefore Rebbi Eliezer clarifies that even though the Torah aka 611 mitzvos were given at 

Sinai, they were not punished until the Torah was repeated again at the ‘tent of meeting’. However, the 

two mitzvos that they heard directly from Hashem are not included in the category of the 611 and 

therefore the Jews were punished before the ‘tent of meeting’ for the golden calf. 

 

Nowadays which is obviously after the Ohel Moed we are held accountable for all of the 613 

mitzvos and the mitzvos drabanan (rabbinic). Therefore we must be very scrupulous with these 

mitzvos.    

 

2. 

Intro to safer Vayikra and importance of the learning of children 

 

Parparos LaTorah page 7 

 

Sefer Vayikra is the third sefer of the Torah. Sefer Vayikra consists of ten parshas. The majority 

of the parshas discuss the korbanos, the Kohanim and their avoda (service). This is why chazal 

refers to sefer Vayikra as Toras Kohanim (the book/laws of Kohanim). It used to be customary 

to teach children safer Vayikra prior to any other area of Torah. This custom has very early 

roots and this custom is even related in the Midrash Raba (7, 3). The aforementioned Medrash 

asks, ‘why do the children start their learning from safer Vayikra as opposed to sefer Berashis 

(which is seemingly more logical since sefer Berashis precedes safer Vayikra)? Rabbi Asi 

answers: the pure (children) should come and deal with that which is pure (the korbanos). 

The children are pure without sins.  
 

The Kli Yakar explains this is why the alef is small in the word Vayikra; this symbolizes that 

these small people aka the young kids should begin here, where this small alef is. However, at 

the same time this learning must be at the top of the list, priority one. This is what the alef 

additionally alludes to. Meaning the letter alef is the first letter of the Hebrew alphabet, thus 

symbolizing that learning sefer Vayikra precedes all other areas of the Torah.  
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According to my humble opinion, nowadays it is not customary to learn safer Vayikra before 

other areas of Torah for various reasons. Safer Vayikra is ‘boring’ in the eyes of these kids. 

Furthermore korbanos are inapplicable nowadays because we don’t have the Beis Hamikdash. 

Therefore these korbanos are hard to relate to and are unfortunately considered foreign. Even so 

we must realize and internalize the following point; the learning that the children do is 

incredibly important (חשוב מאד). We must be very careful to never prevent children from 

learning. We clearly see this concept of the importance of the children’s learning from the 

aforementioned Medrash. Furthermore the Gemara in Shabbos (119b) quotes Reish Lakish who 

quotes Rabbi Yehuda Hanasi who says ‘the world only endures because of the vapor/learning of 

the children in the Yeshiva.’ The Gemara explains that their learning is so important because 

they didn’t sin and have a clean slate. Reish Lakish explains that the children’s learning is so 

important to the extent that we don’t interrupt their learning even in order to build the Beis 

Hamikdash. The Halacha is in accordance with this Gemara that we actually do not interrupt 

their learning in order to build the Beis Hamikdash as stated in the Shulchan Aruch (Yora Daya 

siman 245 sif 13). The question arises, what is really so vital about their learning to the 

extent that it even overrides building the Beis Hamikdash? The Maharal (Chidushei 

Agados) answers and explains that both the learning of these children and the building of 

the Beis Hamikdash are both building holiness. The building of the Beis Hamikdash is 

glaringly obvious and evident that it is building holiness because holiness is literally being 

built. Regarding the learning, when these children learn they are building holiness within 

themselves and everyone else, who subsequently whether directly or indirectly, becomes 

positively affected because of them. This is precisely why we do not stop one for the other aka 

this is why we don’t stop the children from their learning in order to build the Beis Hamikdash. 

(See also Mishnas Rebbi Aron (chalek gimal page 104) who explains and elaborates the 

mechanics of why and how the learning of children is better than the learning of adults.) 

 

We clearly see from the aforementioned Gemara in Shabbos and the comment of the Maharal the 

true importance, pureness and holiness of the learning of these children.  

Even though it is natural and hard for these children to realize the true importance of their 

learning due to their immaturity, nevertheless their learning is still very important. Even if their 

learning is not leshma (for its own sake) and for the right reasons, nevertheless their learning is 

still very important. As the Gemara in Pesachim (50b) states ‘Rav Yehuda said in the name of 

Rav, a person should always learn and perform mitzvos even not leshma, because the learning 

and mitzvos will end up being leshma. ( לעולם יעסוק אדם בתורה ומצות אף על פי שלא לשמה שמתוך שלא לשמה

 Parents must do whatever it takes to get their children to learn. Get them to learn (בא לשמה

longer hours, assuming that they will not burn out. Get them to learn more seriously, 

diligently, quantitatively and qualitatively. Parents must additionally be careful to get their 

kids to school on time.                  
 


