Ki savo 2013

1.
Bekurim with joy

Nachlas Tzvi pages 503-504

“It will be that when you enter the land etc., take of the first of every fruit of the ground etc.”
(26, 1)
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Why does this parsha start with the word ‘7>’ while last week’s parsha did not? Whenever the
word ‘M’ is used in the Torah it refers to happiness (simcha). The Gemara in Berachos (3b)
relates that the wise men of Israel would come before King Dovid and would say your nation
needs income (parnassah) etc. Dovid replied, go to war and take spoils of the enemy. We learn
from this that they went to war for parnassah purposes, not for simcha. That is why last week’s
parsha, Ki Seitzei, does not start with ‘7>’ which refers to simcha. Dissimilarly, < in this
week’s parsha refers to the “first fruits’ (bekurim) which is performed b’simcha (with joy) as
stated in the pasuk (11) that you will rejoice when offering the first fruits.

2.
Why is this parsha lained before selichos?

Eturai Torah page 151

Why do we typically lain this parsha before selichos? The end of the parsha discusses rebuke.
The Gemara in Menachos (110) says whoever learns about the korbanos is considered as if he
brought the korbanos. The same applies to learning about the rebuke. Whoever learns about the
rebuke, it is considered as if he listened to the rebuke. Therefore, we specifically lain this parsha
before selichos in order to get into the proper state of mind.



