Shoftim 2013

1.
Being proactive and kosher

Nachlas Tzvi page 488

“Righteousness, righteousness (tzedek) shall you pursue, so that you will live and possess the
Land that Hashem your God gives you” (16, 20)
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Why does this pasuk use the word ‘righteousness’ twice? Some mefarshim (commentators)
explain that this pasuk refers to giving charity. The chiddush (insight) of this pasuk is that one
should not wait until a poor person comes to him to receive charity. Rather one should
pursue the poor person to give him charity. We should be proactive in regards to giving
charity rather than passive.

This concept applies to many mitzvos. Most mitzvos do not easily come to us. We typically need
to exert much effort in order to fulfill mitzvos. We must be proactive and upbeat when it comes
to performing mitzvos.

Another reason why the pasuk repeats ‘righteousness’ is in order to emphasize that the money
we give for charity must be from legitimate and honest pursuits not from stolen or
fraudulent gains. The mitzvah of giving should not result from sins (;9°ay2 K27 mx3») such
as stolen money, but must be from righteous acquisition.

2.
Listening to Rabbis

“According to the teaching that they will teach you and according to the judgment that they will

say to you, shall you do; you shall not deviate from the word that they will tell you, right or left.”
(17, 11)
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Rashi quotes the Sifri who explains that even if the Rabbis tell a person that his right hand is his
left hand or his left hand is his right hand, still, you must nevertheless listen to the Rabbis. All
the more so if the Rabbis tell you that your right hand is your right hand and your left hand is
your left hand. (‘5xnw Hv1 1P 1m0 5Y 97 9mIRW 19w 731,70 R 2RAW 991 D8AW RITW PR° 9Y T2 IR 190K
xnw) The Ramban explains that even if you think that the Rabbis are making a mistake;
nevertheless, listen to what the Rabbis say. Don’t question the decisions of the Rabbis. Many
times there are disagreements. If we wouldn’t listen to the Rabbis then we wouldn’t be able to
function properly as a community. ( ¥7° 70X WX °1Y2 VWD 12T, 20 DAY 273 WD 127X 110N
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Talelei Oros (pages 263-264) explains that we have a concept (see mesechas Shabbos (34a)
Beitza (3b)) that we go lenient on a doubt that is rabbinic. (x%1p 11277 poo) Similarly, we go
lenient on a doubtful beracha. (%pa% nm1>12 poo) For example, one who is unsure if he recited a
beracha, let’s say, a shehakol on water, shouldn’t recite a shehakol. (As a side point, if there is
someone else around who is about to recite a shehakol, then you should ask him to have you in
mind when he recites his shehakol and you will be yotzei (fulfill your obligation).) What is the
explanation of this concept? As mentioned above, the obligation to listen to the Rabbis is
medeoriasa (a Torah obligation), how can we therefore refer to this concept as a rabbinic doubt?
The Tashbeitz answers that originally there was an enactment that had a condition that every
rabbinic doubt would be permissible.

Another answer, explains the Chasam Sofer is that the commandment of “According to the
teaching that they will teach you and according to the judgment that they will say to you, shall
you do; you shall not deviate from the word that they will tell you, right or left”, only grants the
rabbis to prohibit or to permit. However, anything that has a doubt is out of their authority to
decide on.



