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1.
Can Moshe quarantee success?

Nachlas Tzvi page 476
“See, I present before you today a blessing and a curse.” (11, 26)
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The question arises; since Moshe himself proclaimed sefer Devarim (Mishna Torah), how can he
guarantee and give a blessing (beracha), only Hashem has the power to do so? The ‘I’ in the
above pasuk is the same word Hashem used in the opening word of the Ten Commandments “I
am Hashem your God.” Therefore, the ‘I’ mentioned above refers to God giving and
guaranteeing the blessings rather than Moshe.

2.
Tzedaka

“You shall tithe the entire crop of your planting, the produce of your field, year by year.” (14,
22)

"W MW ATWR KREOT YT DR1AN 92 DR wWwyn wy"

The Gemara in Tanis (9a) relates a fundamental story regarding giving tzedaka. Rebbe Yochanan
met the child of Reish Lakish. Rebbe Yochanan asked what they were learning in Yeshiva. He
responded “You shall tithe the entire crop of your planting, the produce of your field, year by
year.” Rebbe Yochanan then darshened (expounded) the pasuk and explained give maaser
(charity) in order that you will become wealthy. ( 9°awa wy 2" wyn wy" 22057 X1 1M1 27 9K
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Awynnw 2°awa ey 7% mR 29wyn wy) (The Marsha explains that the words “wyn and mwy are
similar. The Rabbenu Channel explains that one should give maasar in order that he will be able
to give more maasar.) The child asked how you know that this is accurate. Rebbe Yochanan said
go and test it out. You will see that it works. He then asked is it permissible to test Hashem? The
pasuk in Devarim (perek vav) says that testing Hashem is prohibited. Rebbe Yochanan
responded that this is an exception. (w172 71017 W M1 7% MR 01 2T D MR 270 K1Y T MR
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who gives tzedaka properly will continue to receive more money. The opposite is also true. One
who doesn’t give tzedaka properly will lose money. There was once a very wealthy individual
who owned a very large field. He would consistently give ten percent of his produce to tzedaka.
When he was on his death bed he instructed his son to follow in his path and give ten percent as
well. Originally his son gave ten percent. However, subsequently, he stopped giving ten percent.
Suddenly, the field only yielded ten percent of the typical amount. His relatives explained that




you caused this to yourself. Since you didn’t give ten percent, therefore, your field is only
yielding ten percent of the field. ( nwy> X% %2 77w 12 REPT KOR 77 770 K7 1217 70 WYD XY OXR
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The Ben Yehoyadah asks, how was it permissible for this Kid to test out if giving tzedaka will
actually increase ones money or not, after the fact that minors aren’t obligated to give tzedaka?
This is precisely the insight. Even though he is not obligated to give tzedaka, if he does give then
he will have financial success.

Another question arises; how is it that many people give tzedaka, but still do not see financial
success? Their other sins cause their charity to be outweighed.

How does the aforementioned Gemara coincide with the Mishna in Pirkei Avos (perik one) that
says don’t be like servants who are serving their master to receive reward, rather serve without
the intent of receiving reward ( 2>72v2 177 XPX 079 22p% NI ¥ 277 DR PWHYNRT 0725 10 9R

.07 9ap% NIn By ROW 277 nR Pwawnt)? Furthermore, this Gemara clearly states that Hashem
rewards people for performing mitzvos in this world. This being so, what is the explanation of
the statement of Rebbe Yaakov (mesechas Kidushin 39b) who says that we do not receive
reward in this world for performing mitzvos in this world ( X%y X172 %2 15w ART X7 2pY° °20
.X2*9)? The Beis Aaron (pages 233-226) quotes the Imray Shefar who relates a fundamental
answer. It is permissible for one to request that Hashem should cause his field to flourish, in
order that he will have more to give to tzedaka. He isn’t asking for personal reward for the
performance of his mitzvos, rather he is asking for reward in order to help others.

With this we could understand why the Torah didn’t explicitly state that one who gives tzedaka
will become wealthy; because giving tzedaka in order to become wealthy is prohibited. Rather he
should give tzedaka in order that he will merit having more money to give.

This is the explanation of the aforementioned Rabbenu Channel. This is precisely why there is no
problem of giving tzedaka with the intent of receiving reward, because he is only giving tzedaka
in order that he will get more money in order that he could give more tzedaka.

“If there shall be a destitute person among you, any of your brethren in any of your cities, in your
Land that Hashem, your God, gives you, you shall not harden your heart or close your hand
against your destitute brother. Rather, you shall open your hand to him; you shall lend him his
requirement, whatever is lacking to him.” (15, 7) / 7¥IR2 79w AR TRAK 7AKD 102X 72 7070 0"
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192 90 WK 110mA °7 1vavn) The question arises based on the pasuk later in the parsha that states
“You shall surely give him, and let your heart not feel bad when you give him, for in return for
this matter, Hashem, your God, will bless you in all your deeds and in your every undertaking.”
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".77°) We clearly know that since he is giving, his hand will open. Therefore, why does the pasuk
need to say and warn “you shall not harden your heart or close your hand against your destitute
brother; rather, you shall open your hand to him”? The Kol Eliyahu explains that the amount one
gives depends on the poor person who will be receiving the money. When one closes his hand,
all of his fingers are equally aligned. Dissimilarly, when one opens his hand, his fingers will
have different lengths. The pasuk “you shall not harden your heart or close your hand against
your destitute brother”, alludes to the concept of giving equal charity like equal fingers. “Rather,
you shall open your hand to him.” Meaning, when one opens his hand then the different sizes of
his fingers will be easily apparent. When this is done it will be easy to determine and distinguish
between different poor people. The amount of charity given depends on the social and
financial status of each poor person.

“You shall surely give him, and let your heart not feel bad when you give him, for in return for
this matter, Hashem, your God, will bless you in all your deeds and in your every undertaking.”
(15, 10) / mown 5521 qwyn 932 AR PP 7972 AT 1277 9732 93 17 7NN 7227 v X712 1nn
".77°) The gematria of 7177 is 17. The Gemara in mesechas Baba Basra (9b) states that one who
gives tzedaka will be blessed with six berachos. One who verbally appeases a poor person will
be blessed with eleven berachos. ( 27272 10°°5171 ,M1272 W2 77207 %197 70179 10137 93 PrX’ °20 R
.M>72 X2 712nn) Based on the aforementioned Gemara we can derive, explains Tosfos that one
who gives money to a poor person and appeases him will be blessed with 17 berachos. This is
precisely what the pasuk means when it says that “for in return for this (;1177) matter, Hashem,
your God, will bless you in all your deeds and in your every undertaking.” This is why the pasuk
says 1nn jn1 twice. It alludes to this concept of not only giving money to the poor person, but
additionally appeasing him.




