Ki Savo 2016

1.
Woas the world created for bekurim?

“It will be that when you enter the land etc., take of the first of every fruit of the ground etc.”
(26, 1)
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The Berashis Raba (1, 4) relates that the world was created for bekurim. The obvious
guestion is what is so great about this mitzvah to the extent that this world was created
because of this important mitzvah? The Darchei Mussar (pages 235-236) explains that it is
quiet easy to realize that Hashem created the world. One doesn’t need to be a big Torah
scholar to realize that Hashem created the world. It is obvious that a great power needed to create
the world just as someone created the pants we wear. There can’t be a ship without a captain.
Many times it is more difficult to realize that even matters that happen via humans are from
Hashem. We shouldn’t incorrectly believe that what we do is because of us; rather we must
realize that that which we are able to do and accomplish is because of Hashem. It is solely
because Hashem gave us the ability to do whatever action we are doing. For example, we are
only able to breathe and talk because Hashem enabled us to do so. We are mere puppets, Hashem
is pulling the strings, and He is the puppet master. Without Hashem’s help we wouldn’t be able
to move any of our limbs. Based on the aforementioned information we can easily understand the
juxtaposition of the two parshios. The previous parsha, Ki Seitzei, discusses going out to war.
The pasuk explicitly states that Hashem will be the one who will deliver the enemy into your
hand. This fundamental concept of proper belief in Hashem must be rooted deeply amongst our
hearts. This is precisely what the mitzvah of bekurim attempts to accomplish. The mitzvah of
bekurim tries to inject and instill this important concept of proper belief in Hashem. Let’s
analyze what the mitzvah of bekurim entails. Someone plows his field. He then plants and
reaps his field. He does many actions that lead him to believe that his success was self-
earned. This is far from true. The mitzvah of bekurim attempts to fix this inaccurate
assumption. Bekurim cancels any potential thought that could enter into one’s mind that his
success was self-earned. We must realize that all success comes from Hashem. Let’s return to
our original question; what is so important about the mitzvah of bekurim to the extent that the
entire world was created because of this mitzvah? By performing the mitzvah of bekurim one
recognizes that all goodness comes because of Hashem.

2.
The sweetness of learning

“You shall rejoice with all the goodness that Hashem, your God, has given you and your
household — you and the Levite and the proselyte who is in your midst.” (26, 11)
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The Orachaim Hakadosh writes that this pasuk is referring to learning Torah. If we would
understand the sweetness of Torah and the pleasure that is attained by learning Torah,
then we would go crazy and run after the Torah like madmen. ( mp>nn2 Pwan 07X *12 170 OX
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The pasuk in Mishlay (3, 15) states ".ma nw» 85 xon 951 or19n 07100 X0 71" “It is more precious
than pearls, and all of your desires cannot compare to it.” There are three crowns; the crown of
priesthood, the crown of kingship and the crown of Torah. The crown of a good name is acquired
from learning Torah. The crown of priesthood and the crown of kingship are inherited. The
crown of Torah is self-earned; anyone who wants it can come and take it. (See Mishna in Avos
(perek daled) and Rabbenu Yona there.)

Rabbi Shimshon Pinkes (Tiferes Shimshon pages 272-274) quotes the Chazon Ish (chalek gimal
egra alef) who says that one who wants to become a Torah scholar must have a yearning for the
Torah. The greater the desire one has, the more diligent one will most likely be.

The Radak (Tehelim (119, 16)) offers a similar explanation. The Gra was able to learn for many
hours uninterrupted. What is the difference between us and him? Why is it that many times after
a mere half an hour of learning we begin to close the sefer? It is because we do not understand
the sweetness of the Torah as the Gra did. It is very easy to pick up a book and lose track of time.
Similarly, it is easy to chew a piece of gum for a long duration of time. Why is this so? The
reason for this is because it is sweet and enjoyable. The Torah differs in this regard; the
beginning is difficult but it gets easier and sweeter as time continues. We connect ourselves
to Hashem through learning. The one common denominator that the leaders of the
generation have is a sweetness, appreciation and love for Torah. They realize how
enjoyable learning Torah is.

How could we attain such a level? The pasuk in Mishlay (27, 7) states “the sated soul will
trample a honeycomb; but to the hungry soul, all bitter is sweet.” One who is full doesn’t want to
eat more food. It will be nauseating to eat more food, even if the food is delicious. Conversely,
one who is hungry will eat any type of food, even if it isn’t so delicious. The Gra explains that
one who doesn’t desire to know the Torah will not taste the sweetness of the Torah, rather
he will trample on it so to say. However, one who is hungry for the Torah, one who desires
Torah knowledge; even if it is a little bitter and not the most enjoyable topic, will
nevertheless greatly enjoy what he is learning. The appreciation and sweetness will come
upon one who strives and toils to understand the Torah. One who has diligence will be
more susceptible to having success. One who consistently learns and utilizes his time
properly will merit acquiring the proper appreciation and sweetness for the Torah. The
Avos D’Rebbi Nanos (perek 26) states that there is no love that is as strong as love for the Torah.

See Va’eschanan 2016 the sweetness of learning.



