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Ki Seitzei 2014 

 

1. 

How do we know 13 is Bar mitzvah? 

 

Nachlas Tzvi page 500  

 

“Forty shall you strike him.” (25, 3)          

 

".ארבעים יכנו לא יסיף"  

 

The Medrash Rabba relates that the students of Rebbi asked how we know that a male becomes 

Bar Mitzvah when he turns 13 and is obligated to perform all mitzvos as adults. Rebbi 

answered that we know this from the pasuk “forty shall you strike him.”  

What is the simple explanation of this answer? The Nachlas Tzvi offers a novel explanation. On 

earth the courts give 39 lashes unlike in heaven where they give sixty lashes. The Gemara in 

Nidah (31a) relates that there are three partners that make a person; father, mother and 

Hashem. Therefore, when a boy becomes 13 and Bar Mitzvah and chas v’shalom sins, we 

multiply 13 x 3 (father, mother and Hashem) and the earthly court gives him 39 lashes. 
Conversely, the heavenly court punishes a person when he reaches twenty and gives him sixty 

lashes. (20 x 3 lashes) The aforementioned calculations explain and clarify that although the 

Torah says forty lashes, we only give 39 lashes. The reason for this as mentioned above is that 

they correspond to the aforementioned calculation. (13 x 3) This proves that 13 is the year a boy 

becomes a Bar Mitzvah. 

 

The Mishna in Avos (perek hay) states that when one turns 13 he is obligated to perform 

mitzvos. The Rosh (Teshuvos Harosh klal 16) and Rashi explain that we know that one 

becomes obligated in mitzvos when he turns 13 because it is Halacha Moshe MeSinai. 
Meaning, we have a tradition dating back to the time of Moshe that when one turns 13, he 

becomes bar mitzvah, period.   

 

As a side point, when the Mishna in mesechas Shabbos relates the 39 melachos of Shabbos the 

Mishna states that there are forty melachos minus one. Many mefarshim ask why the Mishna 

didn’t simply state that there are 39 melachos. The Tosfos Yom Tov answers that this is based on 

lashes. The Torah says forty and the Mishna says 39.  

 

2. 

Don’t believe in yourself until the day of death 

 

Lekach Tov page 46 

 

“When you will go out to war against your enemies, and Hashem, your God, will deliver him 

into your hand, and you will capture his captivity.” (21, 10) 

 
."כי תצא למלחמה על איביך ונתנו יקוק אלהיך בידך ושבית שביו"  
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Rashi quotes the Sifrei that explains that the pasuk is discussing an optional war. Rabbi Eliyahu 

Lopian (Lev Eliyahu chalek alef page 125) asks who would go out on these optional wars. 

Completely righteous individuals would fight these wars. The reason for this is as follows; those 

who were afraid that they sinned wouldn’t fight as stated in mesechas Sota (44a). Consequently, 

those who went to wage war were on a high spiritual level. The pasuk still nevertheless informs 

us (21, 11) that “you will see among its captivity a woman who is beautiful of form, and you will 

desire her etc.” The Torah knows that humans have a yeitzer hara. Even such pious 

individuals who are at such a lofty level have yeitzer hara’s. Therefore the Torah allows 

these soldiers whose yeitzer hara’s are bubbling, to be with this woman. The Torah is 

sympathetic based on people’s mindset and understands that if these soldiers were prohibited to 

be with these women in a permissible way, then they would be with these women in a prohibited 

way. The Mishna in Avos (perek beis) instructs us not to believe in ourselves until the day we 

die (אל תאמן בעצמך עד יום מותך). We shouldn’t think that we are immune to sinning. Our entire lives 

we must pray that we will not stumble and sin. Even when we are on our death bed we must pray 

that we will not succumb to prohibited temptations and lusts. The Gemara in Berachos (29a) 

relates that Yochanan served as a Kohen Gadol for eighty years and then became a heretic. ( יוחנן

נעשה צדוקי כהן גדול שמש בכהונה גדולה שמנים שנה ולבסוף !)   

Without fearing heaven it is impossible to conquer the yeitzer hara. If we don’t fear the 

punishments that will result when we sin, then we will have prohibited desires, get angry and 

jealous etc. The Gemara in Shabbos (88a) relates that the Jews were forced to accept the Torah. 

Tosefos asks, that the Jews had already said “naaseh vnishma” which symbolized their 

acceptance of the Torah! Nevertheless there still existed a potential concern that they would go 

off the derech (the proper Torah path). The Medrash Tanchuma (in parshas Noach) offers an 

additional answer and explanation which is as follows; the utterance of “naaseh vnishma” only 

signified their acceptance of the Torah shebechtav (written Torah). However, regarding Torah 

shebeal peh (oral Torah), they needed to be forced. Another explanation is as follows; “Naaseh 

vnishma” was accepting the Torah out of love. The Gemara refers to the Jews accepting the 

Torah out of fear. 

The Gemara in Suka (52) relates that the greater one is, the greater his yeitzer hara is. ( כל הגדול

.מחבירו יצרו גדול הימנו )  

The Mishna in Avos (perek beis) quotes Rebbi Eliezer who says repent one day before your 

death. The Gemara in Shabbos (153a) relates the students asking, does one really know when he 

will die. How can one repent one day before dying after the fact that no one knows when he will 

die? This is precisely the point; we must repent every single day lest we die tomorrow. This is 

analogous to a king who invited two of his servants to a lavish meal. The king didn’t specify the 

date of this meal. One of the servants was constantly ready lest he be called to the meal at any 

moment. The second servant was unprepared. He reasoned that when the king calls me I will 

hastily get ready. Some time passed and they were both suddenly summoned to the meal. The 

first servant who was completely prepared came to the meal and had a great time. The second 

servant was wearing dirty clothing and wasn’t ready. So too, tzaddikim are properly prepared for 

the next world. They are beautifully adorned in their spiritual clothing. Dissimilarly, the wicked 

people aren’t ready. They will not enjoy the lavish meal in the next world. ( תנן התם, רבי אליעזר

אמר להן: וכל שכן,  -ע איזהו יום ימות? אומר: שוב יום אחד לפני מיתתך. שאלו תלמידיו את רבי אליעזר: וכי אדם יוד

ישוב היום שמא ימות למחר, ונמצא כל ימיו בתשובה. ואף שלמה אמר בחכמתו: בכל עת יהיו בגדיך לבנים ושמן על 

ראשך אל יחסר. אמר רבן יוחנן בן זכאי: משל למלך שזימן את עבדיו לסעודה, ולא קבע להם זמן. פיקחין שבהן קישטו 

על פתח בית המלך, אמרו: כלום חסר לבית המלך? טיפשין שבהן הלכו למלאכתן, אמרו: כלום יש את עצמן וישבו 
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סעודה בלא טורח? בפתאום ביקש המלך את עבדיו. פיקחין שבהן נכנסו לפניו כשהן מקושטין, והטיפשים נכנסו לפניו 

ישבו  -טו את עצמן לסעודה כשהן מלוכלכין. שמח המלך לקראת פיקחים, וכעס לקראת טיפשים. אמר: הללו שקיש

יעמדו ויראו. חתנו של רבי מאיר משום רבי מאיר אמר: אף הן נראין  -ויאכלו וישתו, הללו שלא קישטו עצמן לסעודה 

.רעבין, הללו שותין והללו צמאים -כמשמשין. אלא, אלו ואלו יושבין, הללו, אוכלין, והללו  )        

       

 


