Ki Seitzei 2017

1.
Help requires two parties

“You shall not see the donkey of your brother or his ox falling on the road and hide yourself
from them; you shall surely stand them up, with him.” (22, 4)
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This pasuk teaches us that we must help someone load his animal. The Chafetz Chaim explains
that if the owner of the animal requests someone else to singlehandedly load his animal, then he
is in fact exempt from loading the animal. This halachic exception is derived from the word
“with him.” Meaning, we are only obligated to assist the owner of the animal if he is helping as
well. However, if the owner of the animal doesn’t help, then we aren’t obligated to assist with
loading the animal. The Gemara in Shabbos (104a) states that one who attempts to purify himself
will receive divine assistance (siyata dishmaya). (.1mx o°y»on 27> &2) If we try to load, then
Hashem will help us with the loading. We must be careful not to speak deceitfully. If we speak
properly then we will receive siyata dishmaya. However, if we don’t guard ourselves then
Hashem won’t help us.

We say in 127 720k before we recite shema ‘enlighten our eyes in Your Torah’ 12010y IxnY
1002, If we learn after davening, then our prayers will be accepted. But if we just merely say
727 727K, but don’t learn at all, then we certainly won’t receive siyata dishmaya with our
learning. This is analogous to someone who asked his friend to lend him money. The lender
specified what time the borrower should come to his house. If the borrower doesn’t come at the
appointed time then he will not receive the money. Since it is the borrowers fault, he therefore
shouldn’t complain that he didn’t receive his loan. The same applies to us. If we ask Hashem to
help us with our Torah learning, but don’t show up at the appointed time, then Hashem will not
help us.

2.
Is she really a bad wife?

“When a man marries a new wife, he shall not go out to the army, nor shall it obligate him for
any matter; he shall be free for his home for one year, and he shall gladden his wife whom he has
married.” (24, 5)
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The Gemara in Berachos (8a) relates that when someone would get married they would ask if she
is bitter (xxm) or a find (xxn). Rabbi Shimshon Pinkes (Tiferes Shimshon page 250) explains that
the husband who finds a wife doesn’t second guess his decision and begin to re/overanalyze his
decision to marry his wife. Someone who views his wife as bitter is probably constantly
reevaluating his original decision to marry her. The pasuk in Yirmiya (31, 1) states “thus said




Hashem: ‘this people that survived the sword found (xx») favor in the wilderness, as | led Israel
to its place of tranquility.””” Hashem didn’t evaluate us again after we were taken out of Egypt.
Rather, he trusted his original decision to redeem us. This applies to those who are dating. They
must be careful not to overanalyze the person they are dating and overly focus on that which
isn’t crucial. We must have reasonable expectations. This applies to all areas of life. The lower
our expectations are, the more likely we will be successful.



