Vayeilech 2015

1.
Past vs future

Nachlas Tzvi page 520
“Moshe went (72°7) and spoke these words to all of Israel” (31, 1)
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Why does the pasuk start with the word “spoke” and then discuss the events unlike parshas
Devarim (1, 1) that related the events and only subsequently used the word “spoke”?

The context of parshas Devarim is the following; Moshe rebuked the Jews for the sins that they
previously transgressed. He enumerated their sins first because he was referring to events that
already occurred in the past. Dissimilarly, in this Parsha he spoke to them about future events
regarding the positive attributes of Eretz Yisroel. Since these events didn’t occur yet, the pasuk
therefore uses the word he spoke first.

2.
Where did Moshe go?

What is the explanation of the title of this parsha? Also, the pasuk says that “Moshe went.”
Where did Moshe go?

A) The Ha’emek Davar explains that until this point Moshe was standing in one place and
speaking. His voice was miraculously heard by all the Jews. However, close to the time of
his death, he became weaker and his voice wasn’t heard by everyone. Moshe needed to go
to every single tribe individually in order that his voice would be audible and heard by
everyone.

B) Another answer is related by Rabbi Alexander Friedman (Meiyna shel Torah (page 134)).
Moshe went and is within every single Jew. This is precisely why no one knows where Moshe
is buried as stated in the pasuk (34, 6). The reason for this is that Moshe is buried within the
heart of every single Jew. This is also why many times one Rabbi says to another Rabbi whose
name isn’t Moshe, ‘Moshe it’s good what you said. (nnxp 10w 7wn)” The reason for this is the
same as previously mentioned; Moshe is within every Jew.

With this we can understand a fundamental Gemara. Regarding Moshe the Gemara (Berachos
33Db) relates that yiras Hashem is very easy for Moshe. The Gemara quotes a pasuk that says
“What does Hashem, your God, ask of you? Only to fear Hashem etc.” The Gemara asks iS
fearing Hashem such an easy task. The Gemara answers yes, regarding Moshe fearing Hashem is
easy. The Gemara proves this point by means of an analogy. (>3 Javn PR 75798 '17 71 DR nn"
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arises; what about for the rest of the Jews? Why is the Gemara providing an answer which only



applies to a very small percentage of the Jewish people? Based on the aforementioned idea that
everyone has a trace of Moshe within himself we can easily understand. If we would tap into the
Moshe within us then fearing heaven would in fact be easy.

C) The Cheskuni offers another explanation as to where Moshe went. He went to every single
tribe individually. He went to inform them that he would be dying shortly and they
shouldn’t worry, rather they should strengthen themselves and listen to the words of
Yehoshua. Why did Moshe do this as opposed to the easier option of blowing the trumpets and
summoning everyone to him? Rebbi Yehoshua says in the name of Rebbi Levi (Medrash
Tanchuma (10)) that once Moshe was about to die Hashem hid the trumpets. This was done in
order that Moshe wouldn’t be able to blow the trumpets and everyone would come to Moshe.
This was done in order to fulfill that which Shalomo Hamelech says (Koheles (8, 8)) “there is no
authority over the day of death.” (Ibn Ezra offers same answer with fewer details.)

D) Targum Yonason ben Uziel explains that Moshe went to the Yeshiva. The mefarshim
explain that Moshe went there to rebuke everyone before he died.

E) The Ramban explains that Moshe went from the camp of the leviem to the other camps in
order to give them respect. Moshe went to each camp individually as if he was asking
permission from them to depart from them. Moshe went above and beyond his leadership
role.

F) The Bal Haturim explains that the earlier pasuk mentions Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov,
while the current pasuk mentions Moshe. What is the connection? After Moshe died he went to
tell Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov that Hashem fulfilled His oath, and brought the
Jewish people into the land of Israel. As a side point; this is how we know that the deceased
speak to one another as related in various Medrashim and the Gemara (Berachos 18b).



