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Acharei- Kedoshim 2013 

 

1. 

Wine 

 

Nachlas Tzvi page 288  

 

“Hashem spoke to Moshe after the death of Aaron’s two sons, when they approached (in front 

of) before Hashem, and they died.” (16, 1) 

 

 "אחרי מות שני בני אהרן בקרבתם לפני ה' וימותו."

 

Why does the pasuk repeat that Aaron’s sons died? Furthermore, why does the pasuk state ‘when 

they approached before Hashem’? There is a big discussion and machlokes (argument) why 

Aaron’s sons died. The Medrash says that Aaron’s sons died because they were drunk when they 

entered the Mikdash. How can such knowledgeable, important, and great men, have stooped 

so low and entered the Mikdash while being intoxicated? The Gemara in Brachos 40 (also 

Midrash Raba) relates a machlokes amongst the Tanayim (Rabbis from the Taniyik period) 

regarding the type of tree that Adom ate from. (Why doesn’t the Torah itself inform us which 

tree Adom ate from? The Torah doesn’t want to embarrass that tree. Furthermore, if the Torah 

would have revealed the identity of the tree that Adom ate from, then no one would eat from that 

tree.) One opinion holds that it was a grape tree. Due to this sin, the concept and natural 

occurrence of death resulted. However, when the Jews received the Torah at Sinai, they were 

pure and sinless like Adom before he ate the forbidden fruit, therefore death no longer existed. 

Death was reinstated when the Jews worshipped the golden calf. Aaron’s sons wanted to try to 

fix the original sin of Adom and nullify the decree of death because they were also obligated to 

die because they looked at Hashem. During the time period of receiving the Torah, they didn’t 

die. However they knew that after the golden calf and the decree of death was brought back in 

the world, they had to act fast or they would die. This is why the pasuk states “after the death of 

Aaron’s two sons” meaning after the concept of death was restored and awaited the sons of 

Aaron. Therefore they “approached Hashem” meaning they tried to get everyone to act as they 

did before Hashem. They wanted to eliminate death as before the sin of Adom. They 

attempted to accomplish this by drinking and elevating the wine. Subsequent to fixing the 

sin of the tree, the decree of death would be nullified. They were unsuccessful however. The 

pasuk said death twice because one time is referring to the decree of death which they tried to 

abolish and the other time is referring to their actual death. The pasuk states ‘when they 

approached before Hashem’ because they wanted to change the status of death to the way it was 

originally; immortality. 

 

With this in mind we can understand why there is a mitzvah do drink on Purim as stated in the 

Gemara in Megilah (7b) and Shulchan Aruch (siman 695). Rashi, as well as other Reshonim 

comment that one should specifically drink wine. The reason for this explains the Chasam 

Sofer is; in order to fix the sin of the improper drinking of wine that occurred during the 

time of Esther. As stated in the Gemara in Yuma (86b) a person is called a bal teshuva 

(someone who properly repented) when he overcame a potential sin which was a similar 

situation of a previous sin that he did. The Nachlas Tzvi also writes in parshas Noach (page 19) 
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that the intention of Noach when he came off the teivah (Ark) was to fix the sin of Adom. 

Noach attempted to do this by planting grape trees. Similarly, Lot and his children tried to 

fix the sin of Adom. Similarly, the meraglim (spies) tried to fix the sin of Adom. This is why 

they specifically brought clusters of grapes.      

 

2. 

Link between Shabbos and Kivud av v’eim 

 

Nachlas Tzvi page 299  

 

“Every man: Your mother and farther shall you revere and my Sabbaths shall you observe.” (19, 

3) 

 

 "איש אמו ואביו תיראו ואת שבתתי תשמרו."

 

Why is the pasuk that discusses kivud av v’eim (respecting parents) juxtaposed to 

Shabbos? Furthermore, why are they adjacent to each other in the Ten Commandments?  

According to the Gemara why is a person obligated to respect his parents? The Gemara in Eruvin 

(13b) states that they voted and concluded that it would be better if people were not created. (The 

Marsha (Berachos (17a)) explains that since the 613 Mitzvos consist of 365 negative and 248 

positive commandments, it is more likely to mess up and transgress a negative commandment 

than to perform a positive one. This is why the Sages concluded it is better for humans not to be 

created.) In view of the aforementioned information that it is better if we weren’t created, why 

should we honor our parents? Chazal says (Pesikta) if one observes Shabbos, one is considered 

to have fulfilled all the mitzvos of the Torah. Therefore, the opposite is true. It is more 

likely to perform a positive mitzvah than to sin and mess up. Therefore it is better that we 

were created and we therefore must respect our parents who created us. That is why the 

pasuk that discusses revering parents is juxtaposed to observing Shabbos. 

 


