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Va’eschanan 2017 

 

1. 

Shema 

 

Parshas Va’eschanan is a very important parsha because it has Shema and the ten 

commandments in it. The pasuk (6, 7) says “You shall teach them thoroughly to your children 

and you shall speak of them while you sit in your home, while you walk on the way, when you 

retire and when you arise.” ".ושננתם לבניך ודברת בם" The Chafetz Chaim explains that reciting 

shema in its proper time is of the utmost importance. This can be derived from the classic battle 

between Dovid Hamelech and Goliath. The pasuk (Shmuel alef, 17) relates that Goliath would 

approach the camp of the Jews every day and night. The Gemara in Sota (42b) explains that 

Goliath would purposely go out during the times when they would recite shema in order to 

disturb them. He wanted to prevent them from reciting shema in order that they wouldn’t be 

protected. Even this Plishti giant knew the importance of shema and its ability to protect. The 

Chafetz Chaim explains the unfortunate reality. We don’t even realize what this giant Plishti 

realized; the power shema has to protect us. One should not delay reciting shema even if he will 

have more cavana (intent) by reciting shema later.     

 

2. 

Applying 

 

“You shall love Hashem, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your 

resources.” (6, 5) 

 

ואהבת את ה' אלהיך בכל לבבך ובכל נפשך ובכל מאדך.""  

 

One of the 613 mitzvos is to wholeheartedly love Hashem. It isn’t enough to utter this. Rather, 

explains the Chafetz Chaim, we must physically express this. This is analogous to an employer 

who hired an employee. He gave the employee the list of tasks he wanted to be accomplished. 

This employee oversaw other employees. Every day he would read this list. After a few weeks 

the employer asked if the work was done. The employee responded in the affirmative that he 

read the entire list. Once the employer saw that the work wasn’t actually done he became furious. 

He said ‘you fool, it’s not enough to read the list. You must actually do it.’ The same applies 

to us; we must physically perform the mitzvos, not just recite them. In order for us to love 

Hashem we must perform the mitzvos.  

 

The Ramchal (in his Mesilas Yesharim) discusses the highest level which is one who internally 

affects his external behavior. Most people’s external actions affect themselves internally. Certain 

mitzvos we must perform ourselves ( גופומצוה שב ). The first sugya (topic) in Shas is shema. Why is 

shema so important that it merits being the first sugya in Shas? The Rambam says that shema is 

the only mitzvah deoriasa (from the Torah) that one is obligated in every day and night. The 

Chidusha Ha’Rim and Pesach Eyniam explain that shema is also the first mitzvah that a bar 

mitzvah bachor is obligated to perform. Since shema is the first mitzvah a male becomes 

obligated with, it therefore makes sense that it is the first sugya is Shas.  
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Why is the pasuk that relates the mitzvah to love Hashem juxtaposed to the pasuk that says it 

should be placed on your heart? There is a difference between essence/actuality and 

happenstance/occasional. Let’s offer an analogy to help understand this concept. Someone who 

touches a hot metal pot will burn his finger. The pot is only hot because it was on a fire. The pot 

itself doesn’t have the ability to independently produce heat however. Fire differs in this regard 

in that it is independently/intrinsically hot. What is a nafka mina (difference) between the two? 

The hot pot doesn’t have the ability to make another pot hot. Conversely, a fire has the 

ability to make another pot hot. The same applies to serving Hashem. The Torah is compared 

to fire as stated in the pasuk (Yirmiya 23). Someone who learns Torah has the ability to cause 

others to love Hashem unlike someone who doesn’t learn, he doesn’t have this ability. 

Furthermore, when this individual who doesn’t learns separates from the talmid chacham 

he attached himself to his love for Hashem will decrease. With this we can explain the 

connection between the two pesukim. Not only should we love Hashem, but we should 

additionally cause others to love Hashem. How can that be done? By learning Torah and placing 

the Torah on our heart.    

 

 

  


