Vayigash 2017

1.
Achdus

“All the persons coming with Yaakov to Egypt — his own descendants, aside from the wives of
Yaakov’s sons — Sixty-six persons in all.” (46, 26)
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The question arises; why does the pasuk say ws1 in the singular tense? After all the pasuk is
referring to many people who went to Egypt. The Kli Yakar answers that even though there were
a lot of people, they are referred to as a single soul. Before this, the brothers were jealous of
Yosef and they were divided. However, now they had complete peace between them the pasuk
uses the singular tense to testify their unity despite their unified past.

The Midrash Tanchuma (parsha Nitzavim, os beis) states, one who bangs a bundle might break
it. However, one stalk by itself is easily breakable. Moshiach will only come when we are all in
one group together, following the Torah and mitzvos!

2.
Did Yaakov ever know the brothers sold Yosef?

There were twenty years that Yaakov was unaware of Yosef’s existence. Did Yaakov ever find
out that his sons sold Yosef? The Daas Zekanim (48, 1) says it’s implied that Yosef didn’t
spend time around Yaakov because they had to inform Yaakov was sick. The Daas Zekanim
explains that Yosef was afraid that Yaakov would ask what happened to him and he would
thus have to divulge to him what really happened. Consequently, Yaakov would have
cursed his sons and they would have perished. Similarly, the Ramban (45, 27) says they spoke
to him all the words of Yosef. The Ramban says it appears to me the explanation (vws) is
(footnotes of Rabbeinu B’chaya point out that the Ramban used this language because from the
Midrashim it’s implied that Yaakov knew about the sale.) that Yaakov didn’t know about the
sale. Yaakov thought that Yosef was wondering in the field and people found him and stole
him and sold him. Yosef never told Yaakov what really happened.

The question is; how does the Ramban explain the pasuk (45, 27) that says “They related all the
words that Yosef had spoken to them.”? The Rabbeinu B’chaya explains the word “all”/">3" to
mean the brothers told Yaakov everything that happened to Yosef, besides the sale.

The Rabbenu Yonah explains (1’2 Ramban Oz Vehadar Mikraos Gedolos footnote 140) that
Yosef never told Yaakov about the sale because he didn’t want to say lashon hara about his
brothers. This would have constituted as unnecessary derogatory report. Furthermore, his
father would have been in a tremendous amount of pain if he knew what really happened.
The Kli Yakar (45, 4) says this explicitly as well. Yosef didn’t tell Yaakov what happened
because of lashon hara.

Sefer Viyivach Yosef says that Yosef never privately visited Yaakov for 17 years in order that
Yaakov would never ask him what really happened. Only prior to Yaakov’s death, Yosef
privately visited him. Yosef didn’t want tell Yaakov the true story and embarrass his brothers.




Chazal say that when Yosef visited Yaakov, his brothers were afraid that Yosef would relay what
actually occurred. It is implied from that statement that Yaakov never knew the true story. We
truly see Yosef’s righteousness. Yaakov taught Yosef the Torah he learnt from Shem and Aver.
The Gemara (end of mesechas Shabbas) says that the older foolish people get the more foolish
they become. However by the wise chachamim, the older they get the more wise they become.
Yaakov obviously was at a very high level in Torah knowledge, more than when he originally
taught Torah to Yosef. It’s impossible to put into words Yosef’s great desire to learn Torah from
his father. Nevertheless, he overlooked this and was willing to forgo learning Torah from
Yaakov Aveinu in order not to speak lashon hara and embarrass his brothers!

(The question arises; why Yosef didn’t send a letter or messenger to his father and lie. Meaning,
why didn’t Yosef send a messenger to inform Yaakov that he was alive because he was
wandering in the field and then someone found him and sold him to Egyptians? The Gemara in
Yevamos (65b) says that it is permissible to lie for peace purposes. There is certainly no greater
peace than this. We must answer that yes Yosef could have lied and told his father this to spend
more time with him and learn Torah from him. However, Yosef went beyond the letter of the law
(177 nmwn °19%) in order not to lie. The question on this answer is that it is inappropriate to go
beyond the letter of the law at someone else’s expense.

However the Medrish Pesikta zutrasa (Lekach Tov Vayechi 48 siman 19) and Medrish
Tanchuma (yud) says that Yaakov knew about the sale. The Mayan Beis Hashoava (109)
says that originally Yaakov didn’t believe them that Yosef was alive because the brothers didn’t
tell him about the sale (37, 32-33). The Avos d’Rebbi Nosson (perek 30) quotes Rebbi Shimon
who says that this is the punishment destined for liars. Even if they tell the truth, no one will
believe them. That is what occurred here. Since Yaakov’s children originally lied to him,
therefore, even after they told the truth, Yaakov didn’t believe them. The brothers understood
that if they hid their sins, they won’t successfully convince their father. The only solution was for
them to reveal the entire sequence of events and then beg for forgiveness. The brothers needed to
reveal “all”/"23" the matters pertaining to Yosef, even the sale. Only then did Yaakov believe the
brothers.

The Bereishis Raba Vayigash (94, 3) says that Yaakov saw the wagons that Yosef sent and
realized that Yosef is really alive. Rebbi Levi quotes Rabbi Yochanan bar Shaul who says that
Yosef told his brothers if Yaakov believes you that | am alive, then good. If he doesn’t, then
remind Yaakov that before | left we were learning the sugya (topic) of eglah arufa. That’s why
the pasuk says Yaakov saw the wagons. The word wagon in Hebrew is 1723y, which is similar to
the world eglah in eglah arufa. If Yaakov still doesn’t believe you, Yosef told them to tell
Yaakov everything. Yosef sent wagons in order to allude to the atonement. The pasuk in Shoftim
(21, 7) says that this type of atonement could have been possible. Yosef wasn’t merely alluding
to the last sugya they learnt, rather, he was also hinting to Yaakov forgiveness.

According to those who say that Yosef never told Yaakov the true story, we see the great
sensitivity of Yosef. If this was how Yosef responded to such a major event, we should learn
to be sensitive to others feelings, especially when it comes to trivial matters!

Thank you Yair Moshe Ausabel for typing this up.



