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א)
Can a brother determine the Right of the firstborn? 

	25:31 “And Yaakov said, ‘Sell me this day your birthright.’”
	 
	כה:לא "וַיֹּאמֶר יַעֲקֹב מִכְרָה כַיּוֹם אֶת בְּכֹרָתְךָ לִי."


Nachalas Tzvi page 59: 
Why specifically did Yaakov come to buy the firstborn rights then? What was so special about that day?
Before the cheit haegel (sin of the golden calf) the bechorim (firstborns) were supposed to be the ones who would perform the Avoda (service) in the Beis Hamikdash. Once they sinned they became pasul (invalid) and this right to perform the Avoda switched to the kohanim. A Kohen’s midah is kindness, they are very distant from cruelty.

Targum Yonason tells us that on that day Esav committed 5 major sins:
1. He worshiped Avoda Zara.
2. He murdered.
3. He had relations with an engaged woman.
4. Rebelled against and denied Hashem.
5. He belittled the rights of the firstborn.

Each of these sins independently can invalidate a person from performing the Avoda. Once Yaakov saw that Esav perform all of these despicable acts, especially because they were all on the same day, he knew for sure Esav was not worthy to the firstborn. The bechorim should possess the midah of kindness, in order to perform the Avodah in the future. This is why specifically this day Yaakov asked Esav for the right of the firstborn because he realized that Esav was not fitting to perform the Avoda. 



ב)
Why were Yitzchak and Rivkah barren?

	25:21 “And Yitzchak prayed to Hashem opposite his wife because she was barren, and Hashem accepted his prayer, and Rivkah his wife conceived.”
	 
	כה:כא "וַיֶּעְתַּר יִצְחָק לַיהֹוָה לְנֹכַח אִשְׁתּוֹ כִּי עֲקָרָה הִוא וַיֵּעָתֶר לוֹ יְהֹוָה וַתַּהַר רִבְקָה אִשְׁתּוֹ."



Me’am Loez page 514: 
Since Yitzchak and Rivkah were completely righteous people, why did Hashem make them barren?
He brings down many answers. Among them are the following:

1. The Gemara in Yevamos 64a says Hashem desires and yearns to hear the davening of the Tzaddikim. Therefore Hashem made them barren so they would turn to Hashem and daven very hard and with extreme kavana (intent and focus)!

2. In order to show us that whatever happens to a person in this world happens for one reason and one reason only: because Hashem wants it to. Hashem does whatever he wants and whenever he wants and to whomever he wants, regardless of the merits of that person. (We can’t all ways comprehend why Hashem acts in certain ways. One thing is for sure however Hashem knows more then everyone. Some times when Tzaddikim suffer they undergo hardships instead of the rest of the generation.)

3. The exile to Egypt officially started from the birth of Yitzchak. Therefore Hashem wanted the Avos to delay in having children in order to make the galus easier! If Yitzchak would have come earlier then the galus would have been longer. We see from here how Hashem will seemingly bring bad upon us but in truth it is always for a person's benefit!
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