Ki savo 2014

1.
Bekurim with joy

Nachlas Tzvi pages 503-504

“It will be that when you enter the land etc., take of the first of every fruit of the ground etc.”
(26, 1)
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Why does this parsha start with the word ‘7>’ while last week’s parsha did not? Whenever the
word ‘M’ is used in the Torah it refers to happiness (simcha). The Gemara in Berachos (3b)
relates that the wise men of Israel would come before King Dovid and would say your nation
needs income (parnassah) etc. Dovid replied, go to war and take spoils of the enemy. We learn
from this that they went to war for parnassah purposes, not for simcha. That is why last week’s
parsha, Ki Seitzei, does not start with ‘7>’ which refers to simcha. Dissimilarly, < in this
week’s parsha refers to the “first fruits’ (bekurim) which is performed b’simcha (with joy) as
stated in the pasuk (11) that you will rejoice when offering the first fruits.

2.
Torah and tzedaka

Talelei Oros page 114 quoting the Satmer Rebbe

“You shall rejoice with all the goodness that Hashem, your God, has given you and your
household — you and the Levite and the proselyte who is in your midst.” (26, 11)
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The Medrash says that the word 21w (good) refers to Torah. Therefore Hashem commanded the
Jews to give tzedaka.

The question arises; what does learning have to do with giving tzedaka? The Gemara in Beitza
(25) asks why the Torah was given to the Jews. The Gemara answers that it is because the Jews
are brazen. (.1 onw »19m ?9%wH 70 man1 an *19) Rashi explains that the Torah was given to the
Jews in order that they can learn it. Learning Torah weakens and humbles those who learn it.
(.02 ny1om1 and Nwnn XM ,72 POV N 2 7anm.)

Wealth can be used for very positive purposes, such as supporting people to learn Torah, helping
sick people and giving poor people money etc. On the other hand, one who has more money is
more likely to be haughty. One who learns properly will most probably remove any trace of
arrogance. This is precisely the explanation of the aforementioned Medrash that says the word
2w (good) refers to Torah. Therefore Hashem commanded the Jews to give tzedaka. The reason



for this is, typically when one learns Torah; he will use his wealth the right way and give
tzedaka.



