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Tzav 2013 

 

1. 

Tzav with thoughts and olah and idolatry 

 

Nachlas Tzvi page 265 

 

“Command Aaron and his sons, saying: This is the law of the elevation-offering (olah).” (6, 2)  

 

The Zohar HaKadosh says that the word command/צו refers to avoda zara (idolatry). Why is the 

word ‘Command’ (Tzav) used only when referring to the korban olah and not when 

referring to the other korbanos? The Medrash Rabba (7, 3) quotes Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai 

who says that a person brings an olah in order to atone for an evil thought. This seemingly 

contradicts the Gemara in Kidushin (39) that states bad thoughts do not get combined to a bad 

action. Therefore based on this Gemara it seems that Hashem does not require an olah for bad 

thoughts alone without a bad action? There is one exception to this Gemara in which Hashem 

does combine ones thoughts to a bad action, which is avoda zara.  With this we can easily 

explain why the word ‘command’ (Tzav) is specifically used by the korban olah. As previously 

explained the word command/צו refers to avoda zara, where thoughts get combined to action. 

The olah is brought because one had bad thoughts.   

 

2. 

No embarrassment 

 

Tiferes Shalomo (Rabbi Shalomo Schneider) pages 394-396 

 

“Speak to Aron and his children, saying that this is the Torah and the laws of the chatas. The 

place where the olah gets slaughtered, you shall slaughter the chatas.” (6, 18) 

 

The question arises, why do we slaughter the chatas in the exact location where we 

slaughter the olah (at the northern side of the mizbeach)? The Yerushalmi in Yevamos (8, 3) 

explains that we do not want to publicize who the sinners are. From this Yerushalmi we can 

clearly see the sensitivity that the Torah has towards not embarrassing or causing discomfort to 

others and to respecting people. The olah and chatas are slaughtered in the same location in 

order that no one will know whether those bringing a korban are bringing it because they 

sinned or as an olas nedava (voluntary olah). The Mishna in Avos (perik beis Mishna yud) 

quotes Rebbi Eliezer who says the respect towards your friend should be dear upon you as if it is 

your own respect/יהי כבוד חברך עליך כשלך. If there would be a designated place for the chatas 

alone then this would embarrass those who were seen in that area. Even though people might 

suspect that the one who is bringing this korban is either bringing a chatas for his previous sins 

or an olah for his previous bad thoughts, the one who brings this korban will not be embarrassed 

because no one is perfect and sometimes people have negative thoughts. However if one is 

identified as bringing the chatas he will be embarrassed that he physically sinned. The Gemara in 

Sotah (32b) asks why chazal established the silent shemonah esray. This was done in order that 

the sinners will not get embarrassed. Rashi explains we derive this from Chana whose voice was 

not heard when she davened as stated in the Gemara in Brachos (30). The reason why if people 
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daven out loud they might be embarrassed is because people confess (וידוי) and apologize while 

davening. If others would hear their sincere confessions and apologies this would be very 

embarrassing. The Mishna in Avos (perek hay Mishna hay) relates that one of the ten miracles 

that occurred in the Beis Hamikdash was ‘they would stand crowded and bow with ample 

space/עומדים צפופים ומשתחווים רווחים’. Rashi quotes the Medrash that explains that when they 

would bow and ask for their needs from Hashem, they would have minimally daled (four) amos 

(6-8 feet) in order that those adjacent to them wouldn’t be able to hear what they were saying. 

Rashi (Yuma 21a) elaborates and explains that when they would bow and fall that location 

would miraculously extend and have daled amos worth of space, thereby disenabling those 

adjacent to them with the ability to hear them.          

 

 

 


