Tzav 2015

1.
Bad thought then bad sin

Nachlas Tzvi page 266

“In the place where the elevation-offering (olah) is slaughtered shall the sin-offering (chatas) be
slaughtered” (6, 18)

The chatas typically precedes the olah. If so, why does this pasuk switch the usual order and
mention the olah first? The Medrash Rabba (7, 3) quotes Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai who says
that a person brings an Olah in order to atone for an evil thought. Dissimilarly the chatas is
brought for an actual sin. Since the bad thought preceded the sin, therefore the pasuk mentions
olah first.

2.
Learning about korbanos nowadays

Talelei Oros page 98 quoting the Binyan Ariel
“Command Aaron and his sons, saying: This is the law of the elevation-offering (olah).” (6, 2)

Rashi quotes the Toras Kohanim who explains that the word ‘Command’ (Tzav) refers to
quickness and alacrity (1), immediately and for subsequent generations. Rebbi Shimon says
the pasuk needs to warn people more in a place where there is a lack of money (o°3 1770n).
Meaning people must be warned more regarding mitzvos that cost money.

The Gemara in Menachos (110a) expounds on the pasuk “This is the law of the olah.” Anyone
who learns the halachos of the olah it is as if he brought the korban. We see from this Gemara
that a person is able to claim that he in unable to afford a korban. He nevertheless will fulfill his
obligation by learning about the korban.

Regarding the kohanim and Aron there was a purpose to these korbanos; the gifts. Even
regarding the korban olah which gets completely burnt and from which they would receive no
benefit, they would get the skins. Since this is so, there existed a worry and potential concern that
the kohanim might refrain from publicizing the importance of learning about the korban olah. If
they taught that learning about the korban olah is as if it was brought then people might refrain
from physically dealing with the korban olah, resulting in a loss of money to the kohanim.
Therefore the pasuk states “Command Aaron and his sons, saying: This is the law of the
elevation-offering (olah).” Meaning Aron and his children are commanded to tell everyone that
anyone who learns the halachos of the olah is as if he brought the korban. Even though if
because of this a diminishment of the benefits to the kohanim might subsequently result,
nevertheless they still must inform others of this. This is additionally the explanation of the
aforementioned statement of Rebbi Shimon who says the pasuk needs to warn more in a place
where there is a lack of money (0°> 111o11). This lack of money is referring to the potential lack of
money to Aron and the kohanim.



We see from this idea the importance of learning about the korbanos. Especially nowadays, that
unfortunately we do not have the Beis Hamikdash due to our great sins and iniquities. The
Chafetz Chaim (first intro to Lekuti Halachos on Kodashim) elaborates on this point. The Torah
is sweeter than honey. The nature of honey is fascinatingly unique. Honey has the ability to
transfer whatever falls into the honey to turn into honey. Even if something assur
(prohibited) such as a bug and falls into honey, after a certain amount of time the honey
will end up being permissible as stated by the Tor and Aruch Hashulchan (Yora Daya siman
84). (This depends on the size of the bug and the amount of honey and the duration of time that
the bug was submerged in the honey.) The same applies regarding one who learns Torah; it
turns his whole essence and being into honey, something beautiful and sweet. He ends up
acting properly. One who diligently and properly learns Torah, even if his nature was
originally bad, the Torah will purify, sanctify and transfer him into a different person (in a
good way). (The following statement of Rav Shach shtims (coincides) with this perfectly;
(Rav Shach Speaks page 149) but Torah study is not just one of the 613 mitzvos; it is much
more. The study of Torah transcends the other mitzvos in one aspect: it can remold the
basic character of those who learn it. In a Yeshiva one does not study merely to fulfill the
mitzvah of Torah study, but strives to become a ben Torah —to acquire a Torah
personality, to become a mentsch.) There are two categories of learning: first, learning that
which is practical. This type of learning precedes all other types of learning. The second
type of learning is learning that isn’t applicable nowadays. This type of learning is very
important as well in the eyes of Hashem. The reason why this type of learning is so
important is that we are essentially showing Hashem that we want to understand the entire
Torah and all of the depths and areas of the Torah. (Additionally, learning about the
inapplicable areas of the Torah will help one understand the applicable areas of the Torah
more easily and better.) The learning of sader (the order of) Kodashim and safer Vayikra is
very important. Even though this isn’t relevant nowadays, nevertheless the study of these
topics and concepts are incredibly crucial. This learning is so vital to the extent that when
one learns about these topics it is as if one actually brought the korbanos.

The question arises, why are there so many people who aren’t learning sader Kodashim
nowadays? Many people unfortunately don’t even know pashut (the simple) pshat (explanation)
of many pesukim in safer Vayikra as explained by the Rambam (intro to Zevachim). If we would
be informed right now that they were building the Beis Hamikdash, what would happen?
Obviously everyone would spend money in order to go to Israel and take part in the korbanos.
Especially if one accidentally violated a certain Halacha and would be obligated to bring a
korban chatas they would rush to Israel. Why don’t we realize the importance of this type of
learning nowadays? Why don’t we realize that when we learn about the korbanos it is as if we
are bringing them? Furthermore, since it is easier to learn about the korbanos than to actually
bring a korban, we should take advantage of this opportunity. The halachos of korbanos take
up more room in the real-estate of the Chumash than every other Halacha. The halachos of
korbanos take up the majority of sefer VVayikra and other sections of the Chumash as well. From
the fact that so much space is allocated to discuss the korbanos, this clearly demonstrates
how important these halachos truly are. Why do only one out of one thousand people who
learn, learn with proper depth about korbanos? Yes, we know they are working and busy. They
don’t have enough time to learn everything, so they prefer and choose to learn something more
applicable. There is one very strong question which can be asked regarding these people; why do
they choose to learn other Mesachtas and areas of Torah that also aren’t applicable




nowadays instead of learning about the korbanos? For example, why are people learning
Mesechas Makkos, the majority of Mesechas Yevamos and many others instead of Kodashim
and the korbanos? Why are the halachos of korbanos more inferior to these other areas of Torah?
Besides for the standard reward for learning, there is an additional reward for one who learns
about the korbanos which is, it is as if he brought the korban. What would happen if Mashiach
came right now? This would be a major problem since we don’t know any of the halachos.
The lack of people learning about the korbanos can be compared to a dead body on the
street that no one is burying (a mas mitzvah). The Sefer Chasidim (siman 105) writes every
mitzvah that no one is performing, is incumbent upon us to perform. (siman 261) The same
applies to areas of the Torah that no body learns. One who learns these areas will receive reward
correspondent to all of those who didn’t learn this area. Meaning mitzvahs and areas of learning
that that no one performs and learns consist of a much greater reward. Not only is the typical
reward granted, but additionally the unearned reward towards those who could have
performed the mitzvah or learned this area will go to the one who performed this mitzvah
and learned this neglected area of Torah.




