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Behar-Bechukosai 2013 

 

1. 

Shmita, Sinai and humility 

 

Nachlas Tzvi page 315   

 

“Hashem spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai” (25, 1) 

 

 "וידבר ה' אל משה בהר סיני."

 

This pasuk refers to the laws of shmita. What does shmita have to do with Har (Mount) 

Sinai? Rashi answers, just like all of the intricate laws of shmita were given at Har Sinai so 

too all of the Mitzvos and their intricate halachos (laws) were given at Har Sinai.  

The question arises; why from the mitzvah of shmita specifically, do all of the other mitzvos 

get derived? The reason for shmita is in order that landowners whose crops have yielded great 

profits will not become arrogant about their success. Therefore, Hashem commanded the 

landowner that his land must rest every seventh year in order to remind these landowners that 

Hashem controls the world. This will thereby reverse the owner’s arrogance and make him 

humble. The first Mishna in Pirkei Avos says Moshe received the Torah from Sinai. The 

question arises; why did Moshe merit being the one who received and transmitted the Torah?  

Moshe took musser (rebuke) regarding the importance of humility from Har Sinai. Meaning Har 

Sinai was the smallest of the mountains and the most humble; Moshe took this lesson of 

humility.  This is why Moshe merited receiving the Torah. This is why all other mitzvos are 

derived from the mitzvah of shmita; in order that we will take the lesson of humility from 

Har Sinai and shmita. This is the connection and common denominator between shmita and 

Har Sinai.    

 

2. 

Learning 

 

Nachlas Tzvi page 323 

 

“If you will follow My decrees.” (26, 3) 

 

 "אם בחקותי תלכו."

 

What is the connection between this pasuk and the final pasuk of the previous Parsha 

(Behar) which commands us to observe Shabbos? The Medrash (see Tor siman 290) relates a 

dialogue between Hashem and the Torah. The Torah asked Hashem; when Bnai Yisrael enters 

Israel they will be so busy working their fields and vineyards, when will they learn Torah? 

Hashem replied that is precisely why I gave them Shabbos; in order that they will have time to 

learn. Rashi comments on the first pasuk of Bechukosai that we should be toiling and diligently 

learning Torah. The connection between Bechukosai and Behar is learning on Shabbos. Shabbos 

is an auspicious and perfect time when we are able to learn with a peaceful mind. 

 


