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1. 

The power of the masses 

 

Nachlas Tzvi page 470 

 

“It will be that if you hearken My commandments that I command you today, to love Hashem, 

your God, and to serve Him with all of your heart and with all of your soul.” (11, 13) 

 
"תשמעו אל מצותי אשר אנכי מצוה אתכם היום, לאהבה את ה' אלהיכם ולעבדו בכל לבבכם ובכל נפשכם.והיה אם שמע "  

 

The question arises; why is this parsha of vehaya in the plural tense unlike the parsha of veahavta 

which is in the singular tense? Furthermore, why are we only guaranteed reward in the second 

parsha as opposed to the first parsha? Rashi quotes the Toras Kohanim who explains that one 

individual who does the will of God is incomparable to many people who are doing the will of 

God. Since the first parsha refers to an individual, therefore reward will not be granted. 

Conversely, in the second parsha, which refers to many people, reward will be granted.   

 

2. 

Beracha before or after? 

 

Veshlal lo Yachzor pages 133-134 

 

“You will eat and you will be satisfied, and bless Hashem your God, for the good land that He 

gave you.”  (8, 10) 

 

ואכלת ושבעת וברכת את ה' אלהיך על הארץ הטובה אשר נתן לך.""  

 

We see from this pasuk that we are obligated to recite a beracha after we eat. How do we know 

that we are obligated to recite a beracha before eating as well? The Gemara in Berachos (35a) 

relates a kal v’chomer. If when one is satiated he is obligated to recite a beracha, then surely 

when one is hungry he is obligated to recite a beracha. ( .כשהוא שבע מברך, כשהוא רעב לא כל שכן ) 

The Gemara derives a beracha reshona from a beracha achrona. The question arises based on 

another Gemara. The Gemara in Berachos (21a) regarding berchas HaTorah, attempts to deduce 

a beracha achrona from a beracha reshona. What is the difference? Why when it comes to 

something physical do we derive the beracha achrona (after beracha) from the beracha reshona 

(beracha before), unlike regarding spirituality where we learn the beracha achrona from the 

beracha reshona? The answer is, explains the Gra, that the spiritual is incomparable to the 

physical. Regarding physical pleasures, the pleasure is very strong in the beginning, for 

example when one smells the food he is about to consume. The pleasure is greater before 

the consumption than afterwards. Therefore; the Gemara can correctly states that since when 

one is satiated, he must make a beracha, then surely when one is hungry he must make a beracha. 

Conversely, regarding learning the exact opposite is true. The most pleasure is attained 

after one learned. Therefore, the Gemara can correctly deduce a kal v’chomer stating that if 

prior to learning a beracha must be made, then surely after learning, when the pleasure is the 

greatest, a beracha must be made.      


