Vayeishev 2016

1.
Constantly invoking Hashem’s name

“His master perceived that Hashem was with him, and whatever he did Hashem made succeed in
his hand.” (39, 3)
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How did Potiphar recognize that Hashem was with Yosef? Rashi explains that Hashem’s name
was regularly uttered. The Ramban quotes the Berashis Raba who explains that Yosef would
whisper when he would enter and leave. Rabbi Shimshon Pinkes (Tiferes Shimshon pages 397-
398) explains that Yosef would constantly whisper prayers to Hashem. We can learn an
important lesson from this. We must minimally daven three times a day. Throughout the day we
should whisper short prayers to Hashem. It is for this reason that receiving the Torah is
comparable to a wedding. The connection between us and Hashem is similar to the
connection between a husband and wife. Just as the relationship between the 3nn (groom)
and 179> (bride) isn’t only pertinent on the wedding night, rather, their whole life, so too,
the same applies regarding the relationship between us and Hashem. Their relationship
doesn’t solely apply to the temporary six hour wedding. Rather, it is about their partnership,
companionship and love for their entire life. This is how we must make Hashem part of our lives.
We must constantly invoke Hashem’s name as Yosef did. Regardless if the matter at hand
is small or large, we must invoke Hashem’s name. This is why the pasuk says “Hashem was
with him”; it’s because Yosef was with Hashem. This is analogous to a child who grabs his
parents hand because he is afraid of the dark. Our prayers are a way to hold Hashem’s hand so to
say.

2.
The hardships throughout our exile are a prerequisite for the redemption

“These are the children of Yaakov etc.” (37, 2)
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The Chafetz Chaim (page 77) explains that this entire parsha alludes to the future of the Jewish
people. Yosef understood that he was the favorite child, that Yaakov loved him more than his
brothers. Yosef had a very good situation at home. He was forced to relocate and leave his land
at a crucial state of his life. He went to a foreign place, Egypt. Originally, everything seemed
terrible. However, in the end, it was apparent that all of these terrible occurrences were for the
best. All of these difficult events, led to Yosef’s success. In the future Hashem will reveal
Himself. Mashiach will come. We will then realize that all of the suffering, hardships,
afflictions and everything that were seemingly terrible, were the reason for our ascent.
They are all part of Hashem’s complex master plan.




The Bereishis Rabah states ‘woe to use on the day of judgement and the rebuke when
Hashem replays our life and judges us.” The proof to this is; when Yosef revealed himself to
his brothers and they were in complete shock, fear, and didn’t know what to do. So surely
when Hashem comes and rebukes us! The Talelei Oros (Rabbi Yissochor Dov Rubin, chelek
beis pages 209-210) quotes the Brisker Rav who comments on this Medrash and point’s outs that
Yosef didn’t even directly rebuke his brothers. He merely said ‘I am Yosef’ and his
brothers immediately understood the severity and meaning of that statement; they realized
their grievous sin and everything that they incorrectly did. This is what Hashem is going to
do to us as well in the future!

The Chafetz Chaim (al Hatorah) explains that his brothers were confused why they were being
treated this way by Yosef, who they knew as the ruler of Egypt at the time. They were
bewildered as to why they were spoken to in such a harsh manner, and why they were accused of
being spies. We might feel the same way at points in our life and wonder why Hashem is putting
us through all of the different hardships we encounter. All Yosef had to do was say ‘I am
Yosef’ and then everything became perfectly clear to the brothers. Similarly, all Hashem is
going to have to say in the future is ‘I am Hashem’ and then all will be clear and we will
understand everything. We will ultimately realize that everything is being divinely
orchestrated for our benefit. All of the suffering, hardships, afflictions and everything that
were seemingly terrible were the reason for our ascent. They are all part of Hashem’s
complex master plan.

There was a story (quoted in Living a Torah Life pages 87-88) with the Rambam, who had many
difficult philosophical and theological questions. He told a certain man who was about to die to
return to him in a dream and give him all the answers to his questions. After he died, he came to
the Rambam in a dream and said ‘I went up to shamayim (heaven) and all these questions just
faded away. Everything is so clear to me; the questions don’t make any sense.’

All Hashem is going to do is reveal Himself and then all of our questions will disappear!

The reason why we lain parshas Vayeishev near Chanukah time is in order to hint to this
principle. The n¥®x (exile) of Yavan was similar to the nw¥a of Egypt. Both exiles happened
for a reason, even though we are unable to currently understand the reason for them. A
quintessential example of not understanding Hashem’s ways is the holocaust. Even though
several answers, that we will relate have been offered, nevertheless, no one really knows. Rabbi
Avigdor Miller (Q and Al pages 37-38) explains that Europe was filled with wicked Jews.
Hashem therefore sent a holocaust to these people. The holocaust caused all Jews to realize that
they were Jewish. Rabbi Shimshon Pinkes offers another reason why Hashem brought a
holocaust. Before the holocaust, many Jews weren’t frum. They were unfortunately
intermarrying. Had Hashem not brought a physical holocaust, there would have been a spiritual
holocaust due to the rampant intermarriage. We would have killed ourselves by intermarrying. |
heard another reason; it was because of the talking in Shul. This is why the Sephardim weren’t as
severely affected by the holocaust; because they were more careful not to converse in Shul. The
question why the holocaust happened is better than the answer/s. However, the holocaust is one
of the necessary rungs in the latter which will lead us to mashiach.

See Great Jewish Speeches pages 26-29




