Simchas Torah 2014
1.
Talelei Oros (Succos chalek beis pages 625-626):

The question arises; what’s the difference between chason Torah and chason Bereishis?

The minhag (custom) is that a talmid chacham gets chason Torah, and a generous donor gets chason
Bereishis. Why is the order that the talmid chacham gets chason Torah? What’s the difference?

The Rama (Yora daya siman 246) says a person is able to make a condition with his friend that he
will learn and the other will support him. This is called the Yissochor Zevulun partnership. Yissochor
learns and Zevulun supports him. However, if Yissochor already learned, Zevulun can’t support him
for the Torah he already learned. It has to be from the onset.

Let’s take that Rama and apply it here. The parsha of Vezos Haberachah cannot be sold to a wealthy
individual because the Torah that was already learned can’t be sold. The chason Torah can’t be given
to someone who supports Torah because the Torah is already done! Dissimilarly, in Bereishis it
makes sense that he is able to get the Aliya and make this stipulation.

2.

Eiturai Torah (chalek 7 page 110): Rabbi Yissochor Dov Rubin.

The Sefas Emes asks, what does Simchas Torah have to do with Succos?

On Sukkos we are happy because of all the Mitzvos that we are able to perform. Once Shemini Ateres
comes, we say we are sad because we don’t have any more Mitzvos to perform. However, on
Simchas Torah, we fortunately, yet again, have mitzvos to perform.

3.

Eiturai Torah (chalek 7 page 111): pasuk in Devarim (16, 15) says ".nnw & n>>m" “and you will be
completely joyous.” The Gemara in Suka (48a) says this pasuk comes to include the last day of
Succos, that there will be joy.

The question arises; how is chazal including from the word "q&". 7& always excludes something, not
including as stated in mesechas Pesachim (5a)? On the first days of Yom Tov we have many
additional mitzvos, in addition to the mitzvah of simcha; for example, the daled minim and Suka.
Dissimilarly, on the last days, 7x teaches us that we will only have joy, and nothing else. So therefore,
the word TR, is actually coming to exclude something, the other mitzvos, and not including.

4.

Kemotzei Shlal Rav (Succos page 218): Rav Avraham Yisroel Rosenthal: quotes a parable offered by
the Rosh haYeshiva from Slobodka about hakafos. Usually something that is important we circle
around. For instance, at a wedding, everyone circles around the chason. During hoshanas and on
hoshana raba, we circle around the Torah with the daled minim. This is coming to tell us that we are
tied and connected to the many mitzvos that we have. When we learn, we know how to do the
mitzvos the proper way. We place the Torah in the middle and circle around it in order to demonstrate
that the mitzvos that we perform have a direct connection to the Torah that we are circling around. On




Simchas Torah however, we circle around the Bima. What is the explanation of this? On hoshana
raba it makes sense that we circle around something that is important, the Torah itself, but on
Simchas Torah why are we circling around the Bima? What is so important about the Bima,
that we use it to lain from? This is Simchas Torah, not simchas bima.

The answer is that on Simchas Torah we’re trying to show the connection between the Torah
and the shtender. The pasuk in Devarim (31, 19) says "teach it to the children of Israel.” Only when
the Torah is placed on the table can the main purpose of the Torah be accomplished. Just having the
Torah is great. But learning and getting to know the Torah is the best. That is why we circle the Bima
with the Torah, in order to demonstrate that without learning Torah, the main purpose is
unaccomplished. Meaning, it’s important to have sefarim and sefarim shelves, but the most
important and highest level is to learn from those sefarim.

5.

Why don’t we celebrate Simchas Torah on Shavuos?

The Dubno Maggid answers this question by means of an analogy (The Maggid of Dubno and his
parables pages 178-182): Once upon a time there was a very wealthy king who was unable to have
children. He attempted so solve this problem by going to doctors, but to no avail. A friend informed
the king that maybe there is hope. He told the King that in the forest there is a hermit who prays on
behalf of others and is always answered. Naturally and logically, the king went to the forest to ask the
wonder Rabbi to pray for him. The Rabbi prayed and said within a year the queen will bear the king a
child. However, the Rabbi said this will only work if the king makes sure no man will speak to her
and see her until the day of her wedding. If a man will talk to her or see her, she will die. The king
was shocked, but he had no choice and he reluctantly agreed. So the king started preparing. He built a
castle on an isolated island whose residents were only women. The baby was born and she was very
beautiful. The king never attempted to see her. Once a month, the queen sent a report back to the
king. When the princess turned 18, the king sent messengers to all of the kings of the surrounding
countries. He announced that he was now ready to give his daughter in marriage. Many gathered to
the palace. But when they were told they could not see the princess until the wedding day, they
became suspicious and returned home. Everyone except for one, despite his doubts he decided he will
become engaged to her. The wedding was also strange because no men were present in the beginning.
After the wedding, he was very happy because she was actually so beautiful. He wondered why she
was hidden until now. He discovered that she was a great person and very knowledgeable. A while
later, he asked the king to make arrangements for a public wedding feast because the original
wedding was inappropriate. The king agreed. A lavish feast was made.

The Dubno Maggid explains that this is the explanation of the Jews and Har Sinai. The Torah, like
the princess had to find a good man. The Torah was offered to all the nations and they refused as
related in the beginning of mesechas Avoda Zara. But, the Jews, like this prince, accepted the
Torah unconditionally. We eventually found out the true nature and beauty of the Torah.
When the Torah was first given to us on Shavuos, we were not ready to fully rejoice. We hadn’t
even learned it. However, months later when its beauty was discovered, it became fitting and
mandatory to have a public feast to celebrate our acceptance of the Torah. This is why Simchas
Torah is not celebrated on Shavuos, but rather months later.

6. Shemen hatov (chalek 5 pages 347-348): Rabbi Dovid Weinberger. There is no hint in the Torah to
have a Yom tov of simchas HaTorah. The Zohar (parshas pinches) says there is a minhag to do it.



From the fact that we call it Simchas Torah as opposed to simchas b’Torah this shows that the Torah
itself is happy that the Jews received the Torah. Furthermore, the Torah is happy that we joyfully
accepted it. This is the explanation of the Brisa in Avos (perek 6) ‘woe to them, to the people,
because of (their) insult to the Torah.” The question arises; why it is a shame for the Torah if it is not
being learned? Is it not a shame for the people who don’t learn it? The explanation is that when there
aren’t people learning Torah, there are potential chiddushim (Torah insights) which will not result
and reach their potential. It’s a shame to the Torah itself that will not be clarified. This demonstrates
that the Torah is happy on Simchas Torah when we accept it joyfully.

The Yom tov of Succos is to remember the clouds of glory that came because of the merit of Aaron.
The Mishna in Avos (perik alef) states ‘Be among the disciples of Aaron, loving peace and pursuing
peace, loving people and bringing them closer to the Torah.” What is the purpose of loving people
and making peace? In order to bring them closer to Torah! This is the purpose of Simchas Torah; to
bring people closer to Torah. This is also accomplished through our being happy with the Torah.

We say in davening, you chose us from all the nations. When we sit in the Suka, we demonstrate that
Hashem chose us. Shemini Aseres demonstrates the oneness of the Jewish people. Hashem says it’s
very difficult for you to separate from me. He says stay another day with me.

The Medrash explains this by means of a parable. There was a king who married off his daughter.
When the husband wanted to take his daughter, the king said | can’t go with you. | also can’t take my
daughter from you. Therefore do this good for me. Wherever you go, make a room for me.

That’s Simchas Torah; it is departing from Hashem after all these Yomim tovim. Hashem says
wherever you go make a room for me and the Torah.

Thank you Yair Moshe Ausabel for typing this up.



