Shoftim 2014

1.
Shabbos candles

Nachlas Tzvi page 495

Why do we light Shabbos candles on Friday night? The main reason why we light Shabbos
candles is explicit in the Gemara. The Gemara in Shabbos relates that the candles produce o1w
n°a (peace in the house). The lit candles add peace and tranquility to the home on Shabbos.
The Nachlas Tzvi quotes the Cheskuni who explains that every day of creation, the Torah says
(beginning of safer Berashis) “And there was evening and there was morning,  day.” The
question arises, why doesn’t the Torah say this when referring to the seventh day? The answer is
the seventh day possessed something that the preceding days did not have; complete light.
During the creation of the world, for the first six days, there was light and darkness. However,
there was only light on the seventh day (Shabbos). Similarly, the Berashis Rabba quotes Rabi
Zera who says and specifies that there were 36 hours of light, 12 hours before Shabbos, 12 hours
of light on the night of Shabbos (Friday night) and 12 hours during the day of Shabbos. This
proves that Friday night was not dark. Based on the aforementioned information we can offer an
additional reason why we light Shabbos candles. In order to commemorate the first Shabbos
which was completely light when God created the world, we therefore light on Friday
night.

2.
Once a person sinned a few times it becomes as if it is permissible

Chafetz Chaim (hachadash, al HaTorah pages 307-308)

“Only he shall not have too many horses for himself, so that he will not return the people to
Egypt in order to increase horses, for Hashem has said to you, ‘you shall no longer return on this
road again.”” (17, 16)
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This pasuk is difficult to understand for several reasons. Firstly, the pasuk begins by warning “he
shall not have too many horses for himself”. Horses (2°01), is in the plural tense. The pasuk
concludes and says horse (o), in the singular tense. Why does the pasuk change the tense of the
word horse? There is a general rule regarding sinning. Before one sins, he is very careful not
to transgress that sin. He is completely separate from that sin (o2 %»72). He will be scared
to violate that sin. However, once he transgressed the sin once, then he will most likely
transgress the sin again. The Gemara (Yuma (86b)) in fact says that once a person sinned a
few times it becomes as if it is permissible. (.an>7> 1% nww)

A Jew who has strong emunah (belief) in Hashem surely will not work on Shabbos, even
for all of the wealth in the world. However, a Jew whose emunah isn’t as strong will work
for a large financial gain. True, for a small financial gain he won’t work. However, for a large
financial gain he will work. As time continues, he will unfortunately begin to work on
Shabbos as well even for a small profit. The pasuk begins by warning not to have many



horses. Meaning, even though the test is great and difficult, nevertheless he must overcome
his yeitzer hara (evil inclination). If he will not withstand his yeitzer hara and will end up
having many horses, then he will easily stumble and go to Egypt for just one horse.



