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Shemini 2013 

 

1. 

Not mixing sorrow with happiness 

 

  Nachlas Tzvi pages 269-270  

  

“It was (Vayihi/ויהי) on the eighth day Etc.” (9, 1)  

 

The Medrash Raba relates that Hashem did not experience such a high degree of happiness from 

the time He created the world as when the Mishkan was established and inaugurated. According 

to this Medrash, Hashem’s simcha (happiness) due to the Mishkan was even greater than the 

simcha Hashem had when the Jews received the Torah at Har Sinai. Regarding Har Sinai the 

pasuk states “they saw God” "(10 ,24) "ויראו את אלקי ישראל. Rashi explains that those who saw 

God were obligated to die. However they didn’t die because God did not want to mix the simcha 

of receiving the Torah with death. Based on this a slew of questions arise. 1) If God eliminates 

death when there is simcha, then why were Dasan and Aviram killed during the Mishkan 

celebration? 2) Why does the pasuk open with the word Vayihi (it was) which connotes 

something bad, when there is only good and simcha? 3) The Shela Hakadosh asks, why does the 

pasuk say “the eighth day”, when the inauguration period was only for seven days? Answers: (2 

and 3) the word ‘Vayihi’ alludes to the fact that the eighth day is not connected to the simcha 

during the seven inauguration days. (1) Since the death of Dasan and Aviram took place on the 

eighth day it did not conflict with the days of simcha. 

 

2. 

Berchas Kohanim 

 

Rabbi Yitzchak Zilberstein (Veherev Na chalek gimal pages 246-247)  

 

ַֽים." ה וְהַשְלָמִּ את וְהָעלָָֹ֖ ת הַַֽחַטָָ֛ ֹֹ֧ רֶד מֵעֲש ם וַיֵֵּ֗ ַֽיבְָרְכֵֵ֑ ם וַ יו אֶל־הָעָָ֖ ן אֶת־ידו ידָָָ֛ ֹֹ֧ א אַהֲר  "וַיִּשָָּׂ֨

 

“Aaron raised his hands toward the people and blessed them” (9, 22) 

 

Rashi explains that this pasuk is referring to birchas Kohanim. 

 

There was a story of a twelve year old who came from an irreligious background. He typically 

never attended Shul. As a young kid he decided he wanted to begin coming to Shul on Shabbos. 

The Rav of the Shul recognized the situation and wanted to be mekarev him (bring him closer to 

Judaism). The Rav asked why his father doesn’t come to Shul. The kid responded because he has 

no one to talk to. Subsequently the Rav found out that this kid was a Kohen. He said ‘I am 

jealous of you that Hashem chose you and that you have the zechus (merit) to bless all of the 

Jews with this great beracha - birchas Kohanim. It is worthwhile to also try to come to Shul for 

Shacharis as well.’ The child began coming and the Rav started teaching him how to duchin. (As 

a side point, in chutz laeretz (the diaspora) Ashkenazim only duchin certain times during the 

year. Dissimilarly in Israel even Ashkenazim duchin every single day.) The kid began duchining 

and everything was going smoothly. Then it surfaced that the father of the kid married a goy 



2 

 

(non-Jew). This means that Halachicialy this kid is considered not Jewish. The reason for this is 

the determining factor of whether one is considered Jewish depends on and follows the mother. 

(Even though he had a bris (circumcision), nevertheless proper tevilah (emersion) in a Mikvah is 

required.) The question arises, do we instruct this kid not to duchin anymore, thereby most likely 

resulting with this kid going off the derech (Jewish path) or do we temporarily allow him to 

duchin until he gets more religious and then we inform him? He is not allowed to duchin. Very 

simple, a Goy is not allowed to duchin. The Gemara in Kesubos (24b) states that if someone 

duchins we assume that he is a legitimate Kohen. Even though the Gemara doesn’t definitively 

conclude paskening (ruling) like this opinion, nevertheless the Rambam (hilchos esuray beya 

perik 20) explicitly states that we do not assume that just because a person duchins that he is a 

legitimate Kohen. We clearly see the severity of this matter. All the more so regarding the kid in 

the aforementioned story will be problematic because people will think he is Jewish and he 

might marry a Jewish girl. However, if his father will get very upset or the kid himself will go 

off the derech then it is even preferable to only duchin in that shul on certain holidays like shuls 

in chutz laeretz. (This story obviously occurred in Israel.) In order not to lose out on the 

duchining, if possible the Kohanim should duchin at another Shul. Additionally those non 

Kohanim should strive to hear birchas Kohanim at another Shul. The importance of caring about 

another person’s feelings, are evident from this story. They are even uprooting such an important 

part of davening for the sake of this one kid. (This obviously isn’t such a simple case. 

Furthermore, practically this answer is quiet difficult to apply.)              


