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Vayishlach 2016 

 

 

1. 

Promptly answering Esav’s claims 

 

“He charged them, saying: ‘thus shall you say, to my lord to Esav, so said your servant Yaakov: I 

have sojourned with Lavan and have lingered until now.’’” (32, 5) 

 

 "ויצו אתם לאמר כה תאמרון לאדני לעשו כה אמר עבדך יעקב עם לבן גרתי ואחר עד עתה."

 

Genas Egoz pages 119-120 

 

Rashi explains that Yaakov was informing Esav that he lived with Lavan and still kept the 613 

mitzvos and didn’t learn from Lavan’s actions. The gematria (numerical value) of “I have lived 

 .is equivalent to 613 ”(גרתי)

 

Why did Yaakov inform Esav that he fulfilled the mitzvos? Furthermore, since Yaakov wasn’t in 

Israel and with his parents, it was impossible for him to fulfill the mitzvah of honoring his 

parents. That being so, how was it possible for Yaakov to fulfill all of the mitzvos? Yaakov 

informed Esav that he was sent by his parents to find a spouse. Therefore, even though he was 

away from them, nevertheless he was fulfilling the mitzvah of honoring his parents. Esav could 

have claimed, if that is so, then why did it take fourteen years to find a spouse? To that potential 

question Yaakov responded that it was because he lived with Lavan, who tricked him. 

Furthermore, Yaakov explained that he needed to work more in order that he would have the 

means to support his upcoming family. The mitzvah of being in Israel was also fulfilled. This 

mitzvah doesn’t solely include physically being in Israel; rather, it also has to do with ones state 

of mind. Even if one isn’t in Israel, if they are mentally there, then it is as if they are there.  

 

The question arises, is this really praise to Yaakov that he didn’t learn from Lavan? Yaakov is 

one of the Avos. It is obvious and expected that he wouldn’t learn from the evil ways of Lavan! 

Since a negative environment can negatively affect even a pious person (see Lech Lecha 2016), 

therefore we needed to be informed that Yaakov didn’t get negatively affected.   

 

2. 

Being happy with our lot 

 

“Esav said, ‘I have plenty etc.’ But Yaakov said etc. I have everything.” (33, 9-11) 

 

 "ויאמר עשו יש לי רב וכו. ויאמר יעקב וכו. יש לי כל."

 

The Keli Yakar explains that even though wicked people have a lot of silver and gold, they feel 

that they are lacking. Someone who has one hundred dollars wants two hundred etc. Conversely, 

even if righteous people have only a little, they nevertheless rejoice. Even though they only have 

a little, they are completely content and feel as if they have everything. ( הרשעים אף על פי שיש להם

כל כסף וזהב שבעולם מכל מקום נראה להם שעדיין הם חסרים, ויש להם רב אבל לא כל צורכם, לכך אמר עשו יש לי 
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ידו מנה מתאוה למאתים, והצדיקים בהיפך זה כי אפילו אם יש מעט בידם רב אבל לא כל כי עדיין חסרים המה, יש ב

וכו. הם מסתפקים בו ושמחים בחלקם, ונראה כאילו יש להם כל )  

 

The Chafetz Chaim (al HaTorah pages 76-77) explains that we can clearly see two completely 

opposite perspectives on how to view this world. Esav wasn’t content. He overemphasized the 

physical. Since Yaakov was more focused on the spiritual he therefore naturally focused less on 

the physical.  

 

The Yalkut Lekach Tov (pages 205-207) quotes a pasuk in Tehilim (34, 11) “those who seek 

Hashem will not lack any good.” (".דרשי יקוק לא יחסרו כל טוב") Rabbi Eliyahu Lopian explains this 

pasuk by means of an analogy. Someone asked his friend to look at a new item that he 

purchased. His friend saw that he purchased a lot of medication. He explained that his doctor 

instructed him to take these pills. He also said that many of them were very expensive and 

needed to be shipped from outside of the country. With haughtiness he bragged that no one else 

in the city possessed this medication. The entire time his friend was just thinking about how 

foolish this pill owner is. The pasuk says that “those who seek Hashem will not lack any good.” 

The reason for this is because they are happy with their portion. Similarly, the pasuk states " בטן

 Meaning, even if a wicked person ate a lot of food, he will nevertheless feel as if he ."רשעים תחסר

were still hungry. The reason for this is that he still feels the need to satisfy his temporary 

desires. Some people have a very disgusting habit. After they are full they take their finger and 

insert it into their throat in order to cause themselves to vomit. This thus enables them to eat 

more. This is obviously not the Torah way.  

 

The Rashba (shut Rashba chalek hay siman 55) quotes the pasuk that says “You shall love 

Hashem, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your resources.” 

(Va’eschanan 6, 5) "".ואהבת את ה' אלהיך בכל לבבך ובכל נפשך ובכל מאדך . He says that if possible one 

shouldn’t be overly involved with money. Money shouldn’t be the main focus. This is precisely 

what Yaakov did. Yaakov decided to be involved with learning and not to focus on money 

matters. Yaakov said that (28, 22) “whatever You will give me, I shall repeatedly tithe to You.” 

    ".וכל אשר תתן לי עשר אעשרנו לך"

 

Someone asked the Maggid of mezritch how it is possible to fulfill the statement of the Mishna 

in Berachos (54a) that says that just as we are obligated to make a beracha over good, so too, we 

are obligated to make a beracha on bad as well. ( .חייב אדם לברך על הרעה כשם שמברך על הטובה ) The 

Maggid of mezritch instructed him to go to the Yeshiva and ask Reb Zusha this question. Reb 

Zusha was very poor, but nevertheless learned and fulfilled mitzvos. He asked and Reb Zusha 

wondered why the Maggid of mezritch would send someone to ask him this question. Reb Zusha 

said that it would be more appropriate and logical to ask someone who went through trials, 

tribulations and hardships. Reb Zusha said that he had everything. Reb Zusha’s response is 

fascinating. For someone who is poor to exclaim that he has everything is truly remarkable. It 

must be that poverty is a state of mind. Wealth and poverty are all relative. He then understood 

why the Maggid of mezritch sent him to Reb Zusha and understood the explanation of the 

aforementioned Mishna. One who has a lot of happiness doesn’t feel that there is bad. Reb Zusha 

attained that level.  
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Reb Wolbe (Ali Shor chalek alef page 263) quotes the pasuk in parshas Vayeitzei. Yaakov said 

 All Yaakov needed was bread and clothing, the bare necessities. This is ."לחם לאכול ובגד ללבוש"

why Yaakov said he has everything. One who wants to continuously accumulate money will 

surely get wealthier; however, he will never have everything. No one has everything, it’s 

impossible. The only person who has everything is one who is happy with his portion.                                                                                                                                      

This coincides with the Mishna Avos (perek daled) which asks, ‘who is considered wealthy? 

He who is happy with his lot.’ (.איזהו עשיר? השמח בחלקו) This person is the truly wealthy 

individual, regardless of how much money is sitting in his bank account.   

Rashi explains that someone who is happy with whatever portion he is given, and doesn’t 

run around constantly trying to get more of everything, is considered rich! How much 

money a person has is irrelevant. If he is always worried about his money and is constantly 

trying to acquire more, then he is considered as if he is the poorest of the poor.  

The Rabbeinu Yona elaborates and says that someone who says ‘I have enough Baruch Hashem, 

I have enough for my needs and to do Hashem’s will’, is considered rich. Dissimilarly, someone 

who is unhappy with his portion and is unsatisfied with what Hashem has bestowed upon him is 

considered a completely poor person.  

This is what Shlomo Hamelech states (Koheles 5, 9) “a lover of money will never be satiated 

with money. ( ."אהב כסף לא ישבע כסף" ) 

 

The Emes Leyaakov (on Avos (page 110)) writes that someone who has $1 wants $2 and 

someone who has $100 dollars wants $200 (see Koheles Rabba 1, 34). Many people, 

unfortunately, leave this world without fulfilling half of their desires. A lot of times, the 

wealthier a person becomes, the more money he wants. The sad truth is that, most of the time the 

more money a person acquires, the poorer he actually becomes. If one isn’t happy with what he 

has, he becomes a slave to his desires. If, however, one is happy with whatever he has, then he is 

considered wealthy.  

 

The Gemara in Sukkah (52b) says the more you starve it, the more satiated it gets, and the more 

you satiate it, the hungrier it becomes. We can apply this to a general rule about the yeitzer hara. 

The more gashmius (physicality’s) we partake in and desire to have, the hungrier the yeitzer gets 

for the gashmius. If we starve the yeitzer hara and don’t chase after all the money in the world, 

then we will be satiated and very happy with what we have. 

  

Artscroll Pirkei Avos, (page 214) The Chafetz Chaim once encouraged a wealthy individual to 

be more involved in learning and davening. The wealthy man responded that he has no time! The 

Chafetz Chaim told the man that if you truly have no free time then you’re not wealthy at all 

and there is no greater poverty than yours!  
A carpenter needs a large saw to succeed in his work. If you would replace it with a very fine 

diamond saw he would be out of business. Even though it’s much more expensive it won’t help 

him at all, because he needs the proper tools to do his specific task. So too, Hashem gives each 

person the correct tools that he specifically needs. Some are given a lot of wealth to be 

distributors of God’s money. Others are destined to live in poverty in order to achieve the 

personal growth that is achieved from adversity. Only Hashem knows who needs what. The truly 

wealthy and happy person is the one who is happy with what Hashem gives him. Hashem 

designated to each person what they need to grow!  

 
 


